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eſtion, di. * How my 6p 
* {cribing 8 rticles (wh 
T ld you Ti ned Thr | 
N * with. my 'treque 18 Proel on 
« dive Think e Ait of Reng. 
on upon other Men's Faith, is an Encroath- 
© ment on the common Rights of Matikidd agd 
the Liberty with eh a 

Fr Gf f 2 


_ -- 
: Subjects free; A with my holding ſome 0. 
ming called Unorthodox concer T n 


has ee 10 be more Fly anſwered than i 

las pet been,” ann Which ſince you cannot 
doubt but I have anſwered to my ſelf before 1 
reſoived to fübferibe ke Articles, Yor expect 


I ſhould undertake to anſwer to the World. 


In compliance with your Expectations, I 
ſhall, anſwer the, two Parts of your Queſtion of 
_z 7... 3-4. Cl 

To give the more ſatisfactory Anſwer to the thi 
firſt Part, I ſhall briefly enquire what ECC LE-M wi 
SIeASTICeAL AUFHORITY is, what ſer 
the SUBJECT-MATTER of it is, what the he 
FouNDATION, what the SaNcrrioxs, and WM R. 
BY WHOM it is to be exerciſed : For when Fu 
theſe Points are ſettled, it will bethe eaſier to m; 
determine whether it be | juſtifiable or not, to th 
ſubmit to the Authority that is exerciſed in I up 


our Church. 6 =o 7 
In ſettling theſe Points, I hope I may remove E 
at the ſame time the principal Prejudiceotagren m 
z1umber of well-meaning Perſons AA the Li fo 
rty I contend for. If lam not miſtaken;theRea I of 
ſon why ſo many among us,*whotheanily agree Il te 
with the Friends of Impartial Liberty-in "Tre 
Fundamental Poſitions, do yet differ om them Il (il 
in what to me are neceſſary and evident Con- in 
ſequences of thoſe Poſitions, is, not that of 
they ſee how to avoid the Concluſiveneſs of 
thoſe Conſequences, but that they have been 
uſed to think that from theſe ird ca 
1 mu 6 


9 


Phe 


. 3 
muſt foo / others which tlie ate ſure cans 
not be true. For inſtance, I the Conſequen- 
ces. Which are draw in fa your ef Impartial Li- 
betty from; the Fundamental Prinoiples, in 
which all Proteſtants agree, he terte, it is ap 
prehended by many that then it muſt alſo * 
true that thete can be no Church at all; that 
Chriſtians are not under any Obligations to a- 
ſociate into viſible Societies for the Performance 
on of joint Worſhip, but that the Kingdom of 
Chriſt muſt be a Kingdom of Gonfuſion, and 
che that His Subjects are entirely at their Liberty, 
E. whenever they have a mind, to ſortake the . 
nat ſembling of themſelues together. The Appre- 
the henſion that this is the Conſequence of the 
nd Reaſonings in ſa vout of Liberty drawn! fromthe 
en Wl Fundamental Principles: of Pruteſtantiſm, has 
to made great numbets blind to the Evidence of 
to if thoſe Reaſonings, and ſome more willing togive | 
in up-the very Principles, than to maintain the 
uniformly, while this appears to them in the 


ve ad co be the Conſequence. - But I hope I ſhall 
en make it appear that no fuch Conſequence does 
Lt low. from-thoſe which are drawn in favour 
ea of Liberty from the common Principles of Pro- 
ee teftants; but That the Conſequences. drawn 
eit from thoſe Principles may be maintained con- 
em ſiſtently with Chriſtians being obliged to unite 
into Churches, and join in a common Worſhip 
” of their God and Saviour. In the firſt place, 

| "f.o03 $48.1 1 » 4317 L126. 231 4 bt] 
en I. I chink it has been demonſtrated that Men 
a0 can have No AUTHORITY 1 1 | 2 
u \ | & I, 


MLL] 


ich is AS} 
ae of Gen. 


. 
* 


ll. ver 29 5 dis the 8 of Chad to 
aſſemble themſelves together, or to unite into 
viſible Societies or CHURCHES, ia order to the 

Schi Worlhdp of God, in echte man . 

'They themſelves: (and not any ochers for chem) 

judge from Reaſon and Seripture to be moſt 

acceptable to him, and moſt effectual to the Sal- 
vation of their Souls; Which they muſt do vo- 
luntarily out of a Senſe of Duty and the Com- 
mand of Chriſt only, and not by Compulſſon, 
or out of fear of Human Terrors and Denuntia- 

tions: AND ſpace it reſults from the Nature of a 

ar and Orderly Society, ſuch as theſe 

Churches ought to be, that there muſt reſide in 
ic an AurnoRfTy of making Rules or Laws, 

and of annexing SANCTIONS'to-thern to inforce 
the Obſervance of them; | for the Execution of 
which certain Orrickks muſt be appointed, 

Therefore there muſt be in the Churches an Au- 
THoRITY of making Ecclefialtical Laws, and 

of annexing Eccleſialtical SANCTIONS to them, 

for the overſeeing and executing whereof ſome 

Kecleſiaſtical OFFICERS n_ be appoltitecs ©: 


in. To gelen MATTER of Laws to be 
made by t lefiaſti Authority, can hei- 
ther be the fame with that of G Laws, or 


Sz.e en mes gen 


* 
a 
p mY aw. 


Q. 


Dom ty mda 


'* Decently and in 
* ro Kling: 


of the Laws of Chriſt : but only what relates to 
the Forms: or Circumſtances of the External 
Worſhip of God, the Performance of which is 
the Eud of Men's unit ing into Churches. For 
nothing can be the Subject matter of Laws in 
any Society, but what has a Relation to the 
Exg, for which Men enter into that Society. 
Againſt ſuch - Ecclefiaſticat Aut bority the 


F 


Friends of Impartial Liberty have no Objection, 


as long as Men keep within the proper Bounds 

of ic, and do not hlend or confound it with Ci- 

vil Authority ot the Authority of Chriſt 
They are 25 zealous as any far -Ecclefiaſtical 


eAuthority, when by it is meant only an Autho- 


rity of gppoiating the Forms and Circumſtances 
of the Publick Service of God, according to the 
Canons af the Apoſtles, '* Let all things be done 


Order: Let all things be done 


cal Polity is preſcribed in the new- Teſtament 
as 7 to the Salvation of Chriſtians, or 
eftabli Jare Divino; therefore; the only 
FOUNDATION or Right any Form of Church 
Polity can he ſettled upon, is the ConsenT and 
Appointment of the Chriſtians, who unite into 
that Church. Nie rn 

It does not any where appear, that God has 
ivea the Power of making Laws or Rules a- 
ut the Cireumſtances of His Worſhip and 
Service to any certain and particular Perſons a- 
mong Chriſtians: Therefore no Perſans have a 


Divine 
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Dizvne Ri * ellen ebend 
ler muſt rede ſomewhere: "To find therefore 
awhere it does reſide, Rnce the Scriptufe has 
not determined it v, mult be guided by the 
Rules of Reaſon; and the Natüte of: Society. 
"Theſe, 1 thinks! dire&'us to ooh ſider all Power in 
any Society as derived from the Conſent” of chat 
Society. The Power therefore we are enquir- 
ing after muſt reſide; where-ever' it ſhall be pla- 
ced by the Conſent of the Eceleſiaſtical Soctety. 
And whatever is faid concerning this Powerany 
where in the New Teſtament, may, I think, be 
fit to be wot es e por this account 
"oP. 5 06 

CONSENT then | is ithe only ennie of 
Ecclefiaſtical as well as of Civil Government. 
I believe verily with Mr. HaLEs, that Na- 
ture and Religion agree in this, that neither of 
them hath any Hand in this Heraldry of ſe⸗ 
© cundum ſub, 8 Supra: All this comes from 
* Campo ion an Agremenrof Men among 
On n | 


C. The only s. SANCTIONS of the Lats of the 
' Ecclefiaſtical Society muſt be An Abridment 
of ſome Priviledges which the Members of it 
v enjoy by being of it, or Excluſion N. it; bach 
for a time, or for ever. 32 

The Sanctions of Chriſt's Laws i. e. thoſe 
- of another World, cannot be the Sas b of 
the ſe Laws; for theſe are the'Laws/of Men, not 
- of Chriſt: Nor can Civil Santion, be "the 
L Der hon of thef&Laws; for they can —_ 
ony 
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VI. ikthe Seek Mace e 
thorit fy 17 not 05 _ extend. . 1 the he 
Pop ave Tet It, i, . beyond what has 3 
Ws to kl 1e 5 of "Ke tows Eccleſia 
% Conſe ns oh to: 8 IN | 
UVB NN ol K 15 SIN 
Becel Laws he properly jr "Op 
I am got at all ſollicuans. * the 98.5 
Fort of Eccleſiaſtical Government ſhoul 
Br WHoM the Eccleſiaſtical Authority, be *. 
erciſed, or who are 86 27 5 inted OFFICERS. . - 
verſee and aud execute the (3 
Every dne is under an W 90 units 
with that FokM he finds: ready ſettled. to his 
Hand, provided the Subject Matter, Foundatir. 
on and anftions of it be ſuch 1 1 . 


bed. On thoſe Conditions who lives 
tional hac, ch, x 
8 
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where there is 0 Nat 


brow ti 


that. 
Bci 1 this gate 45 in en rent 
A Man is obliged to unke himſelf. to chat Civi 
Goverament of the Country; in, which Provi- 
dence has placed him 8 the Form oi it 
be; if he eàn do it wit a 8890 Conſe diene: ang 
he is equally obliged on the fame to 
* Wien the AAS Ls Worſhip, or wuh 4 
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and Confuſion inthe State, and if all 
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dl (er Hil he finds ready form. 
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which are maintained by the * l 
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to Civil Libert t encourage 0 fuba 
to 0 a? "The Kite 25 


lies againſt tte Caüſfe Liberty i a chic an 


101 Refiftance Cernedeen th ale 


y the Adobcates "Ayr anny, then it ue 
bee ene ver any of the Subjects chin Nr 
auc this muſt tend, to introduce endless Dilrde 


wed, no 
Civil Government ron ſubſiſt. A Tone 
ObjeRion is made by bs gra In 125 
bay bly cc ict 8 dai ons 
not à hen. t IS, 
Reſtraint,” ee af 1000 tem 2 


; if 6yery one 
_ miſt judge for hinifelh 
Cborch by for he © 1 N 


be no Church at ” At 0 mv run e 
and Ruin. Thar b Who allow. this Reaſoning 
in the Ci} Statt, > out 7 1 it here tog 

no wonder: But that thoſe, 4 
95 pretended ade] Dang offa Tting Covi 


ve g. Ci 

_ Goverment, Mat- 

ter, Ibultf give e i eve 5 175 
upon the bit Cry ws Chart 


is to me una&courita The inſep: Ne con- 
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© therwiſe, tilfic can de ſhewn, either that the 


| Converts in in the ame Neighbourhood” as coul 
converticady meeriiithe fame Place fot rhe joi 
worſhip'of God: Eneraly t tonliſted of 70 


In all theſe a Polity” t 


. copacy is Eſential to a n auſe 1 it is of 
< Apoſtolical-. Tatttut ion; Au on 98 other 
ſuch INE the Imitation is ümpracticable, 


_ © fign of is W Ro) Oh k oro" ack inſtituted 


the Variety of Forms that 'Charch-Goyernmen 
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Theſe Churches £103 firſt of as man 


pertiaps not 


Who 5 the A 1 n in ove City, 
0 ſettledd, 2 575 


exactly the ſame, ſeems 1 


By Byſbop's. 1991 

We aide better 's pteſs my Tag, con- 
getting this V rg: e in the following 
Words taken from 1275 Condlyſiat! of che B 


of Bangor Defence of Epiſcopal Ordination. 10 
On the one Hand cannot argue that Epil. 


8 Hand I'do argue that we are bled to the 
urtmoſt of ohr kn Is © em our {elves 
to the 4 poſtolical Mydel in all. aſe,” "unleſs in 


* or would matiifeftly do more hürt than. 00d 
to the Church. Far be it from me to think o- 


les did not ĩnſtitute E pifcopaty With a de. 


© Apoſt 


© it, not as a Matter of Order, b ſqch Ne 
bete as athers content for. e e ha 


VIII. It would be ec rdioa ran thee? al 


* undergone ſince the Apoftolical Inſtitutibn 
Perks ſome places it ig probable the, Authority 0 
of the City might original y Extend 

fall Ce ode or e Ae * Fl 


ya n. 
rhigh js mags 9 nal of Dioceſc 7 Epica 
One bt 


wit Blur 10 r places it is more than 
2 able that the Authority of the 1 
-xtended no further than the Cit . t 
here Weft Rüral Biſbops in each Vil in Dick 
here Was 123 tion, independent on the 
City-Biſhop. in the 4th Century were 
ald Chop 15 and about that cine” 
to be reduced under the Authority of the City: 
Biſhops, andy in time to the condition of Prec. 
ters. ao on places this might be the riſe of 
Discel, an MEAT. Gy, i. e. of one Biſhop's havin 
Authority over ger Congregations 4 Christ 
ans, Which by this means wete not independen 
on One another, put united in one Folie or — 
cdleſiaſtical Regimen. 

Long before the Ach Century "ſeveral of; \ 1 
Churches originally e had united 
to a common Regimen under the Biſhop of the 
chief City of thoſe Which united. And as the 8 
Coalition at firft extended only 00 the Church- 
es of. Cities of out Province, this gave riſe to 
the Provincial or Metropolitical Authority. The 
Metropolit ans for ſome time continued indepen- 
dent, but in time the "PROVINCIAL Churches 
; united, whence Patriarchs, apd what Wa to 
they called the Archi. Epi ſcopal . Dign 
flute we uſe the Title o eArch-Biſhop not. "Ya 
nll Patriarch but a Metropolitan. 
JN The Patriarebates at firſt were br or F 45 
0 by ſome of them being in time ri 
Suübpection n their number Fd 


FH thr e 4 


- i 1557 U nfs ap in dhe Pi 


ofthe Patriarch of Rome, fer ingly. 


pr e | 1 15 | 


tr and W 15 lon, 1 if Wer 5 
"Vl ny, Holt 1 = by the Ford Af 
Ter e by Reclefiaftica] . ung 
executed by the : Mnwacrairable Po wor of Sg: 
Fittal Tyranny.” Th Nele Se wher 
has been very Touch occaftoned by Human Lan 4 
be of xtra obey indul 15 to Ecclefiafticks : pot 
more Meh Are güided by Ambition than wi 
77 e Benerally' enk. Nod 


ns not 0 

8 ki Wet r 3 1 1% 

e his * and M | 
byes 


al he Re ; 8] 7 tion 
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Ir S £00 Wei 

by be Fl loſe - vs or 2725 0 Ufurp. 

ers Claimed TN U inn os N 
af e lo the Necks * 

Emperours; "Wh b the ee? made Pro: 


cefſions one Day 25 S \ Biſhops, th 
next 48 Date Motarehs, - al, e * 


be at lift the' Wort LES | 1 
thi 92 ke, and the” N wi « | 
Kings and Princes, Who Were CONC ncerned in We 
it. in almoſt | etery Coutitry took upon fare 
; elv 


we the f 
nder their re 
0 me to have: 


If the Chriſtians 15 FSR W were 1 
1 mon Polity;/and mae 
e Becca y ih e 


Gs ems to have or reaſan- 
th cr hom bis way was - 1 J abſalutely — 
clary... The Tha 9 75 os were then ſha- 


ing ha lin . ee 
rates ba.” 
noe AI — 9 ve, and aot ſubjef} 
5, 


in theif Dominions: And they were 
1 a th 


23 60 hazard. cher like forthe 


M eee 2 


7 
18 of PRO 55 hen the Whole 9 
ans, nor 701 
ns 25 Tp 1 ical G 1 298 3 


9 wah rg She Civil Ma: 
on would Have been to leave -undruſhed | 
the Seeds of that Tyranny, tex Ven deſtraying; | 
which would ere long have ſprung up agank. | 
The Civil Magiſfrate, had he not mode the Kits 
cdleſiaſticks dependent upon — would: n 
have found Himſelf agein dependent upon 
Them. Not only the. precadent Behauiaut df 
Ecclefiaſticks, * the und, Claima of the 
Cle ſince the Reformation, ore a clear De- 
mon{tration. of the. ops and Wee dns 
mY aa N ane N | 


OC TID ALA TDD END ee 


2 Church is fo eftabliſhed, that the Ecclefiaſtic 


4 160 

The Inconvenierices of two independent < 

ordinate Authorities in One Nation muſt be in 

finite, and the Jealouſies ' and Encroachmeng 

endleſs. And therefore if there be 4 Nation 

Church (and why all the Chriſtians of one N: 
tion may not, if they think fit,” unite into on 

large Pariſh, I cannot ſee) if, I fay, there be 

National Church, the ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical Au 

thority muſt be veſted in the Civil Mag 
ſtrate. This is the only w__ to guard againſtCon 

ſuſion and Diſorder, and prevent continual In 

terferings. And there can be no rea ſon urge 
againſt this, but what may as well be urged: 

gainſt there being any National Church'at al 


NX. The National Church, of which we an 
Members; is ſettled on this foot, and on this fot 
may it always continue. Men of Speculation 
may form in their Imaginations what Utopia 
Schemes they pleaſe ;- but where a” Nation: 


Authority exerciſed in it anſwers the Deſcrip 
tion I have above given (and a National Churd 
may certainly be ſo eſtabliſhed, ) I do not fer 
that it is at all liable to more Inconvenience 
than any other Form that can be imagined, ta 
king the World as it is; but the contra ry. 
therefore we live where there is a National 
Church eſtabliſhed, I would have the Buſineß 
of every learned and wiſe Man in it be, tt 
contrive how to make that Church as Pure a, P. 
may be, and to keep the Laws of it as diſtinct 
as they ean be from the Civil Laws of the Land 
Ps ot Witt 


7 6 ] 
with which they are t00/apt to be blended and 
confounded.” And blended and confounded in 
ſome" meaſure I believe they always will be; and 
to imagine the contrary ſeems as mere Vropi- 
aniſm as to imagine, ah A Chriſtian Nation 
there ſhould be no National Church. This is 
but a neeeſſary co nſequence of the condition tlie 
World is in, and of the Im ion of Humane 
Underſtandin 4nd Contt ance, which can ne- 
ver arrive at Perſoction in ally fort of Schemes 
or Conſtitutions” either Civil or Ecclefiaſtital. 
There never Was, nor ever will be, a Form or 
Government either in Chütch or State, _ 
ſhall be anexceptionable and Kable'to no ine 
venicaces"0r Obje&tions. If Men were all a 
good as chey ſhould be, ſomething, of chis Kin 
might be thought of as praQticable,” Rut n 
ano Man is free from Faults, But he & the 
Man who has the feweſt; 6, fince i atSchemes 
of Civil 'Government or Ecelefiafhical Polity 
there muſt be ſome Im perfections, that is the 
beſt Which is the leaſt iner in which caſe 
may apply che verſe of the Poet Eſt ali 5 
' -prodire tema, fi non datur altra. Ge in 


leave to trafiferibe a few Roy £5 Me de 


RENE IVY 1 6 Cal 4 2 
In Theory eee kn 

ſaich. 8 di 55 what cy of tte 1 2 
' plas he plęaſethi, and indulge 7 OW pecutiag 


- oll* Genius and Judgment to the utmoſt. But ig 


all Propoſels and schemes which we draw u 
ich to be reduced to Practice, we. muſt ſupp 5 
* the World what * S Wr 61 


« be 


2 7570 
* Conkience'can, with the Eltabliſt'd (herb | 


| © It is not. to bee ed, that an Eſtabliſpment 
| If *' ſhould ess perfect and fo ſuitable to the wiſh- 
1 (es of all chars none can find fault with 
it, or dikover any thing amiſs in the Confti- 


F — of ir-" "Tis undeniably beyond the Pow- 
Cer 4 rener besen . i l 
up any Form or W u the 
erk, that ſhall be agreeable to all ns 
« concertied, or free from Defeds and Imper 
ſectiona Therefore a regard to the Happt- 


©"nefs of the Society we Aras, lays an 
hy an Oe 
perfett, 


tion upon EV 
; Wie ett de, ns the? 1 not 
© but only tolerable—Tis- their Duty 2 to 


1 — con- 
© form or not. 

Theſe are Bangor's a 
ofthe Reaſona nk and ObliS tion to Conſor- 


mity, to which 1 entirely = gree. Separation 
from the Eftabliſhed Church is prob only excu- 
fable, when any Authority is claimed over, r 
Terms impoſed' on the bers of it, incon- 
_ with * Chrif? s being the on King in his 
own Kingdom, or with the Rights and Privi- 
es of his Subjects, and the Liberty with 
ch He has made them free. 

* War any thing required to be believed or 
performed ASRELIGHON, but the plain Dodrines 9 
&f Chriſt; or were the Ecclefiaſtical Laws'rela- oy, 
ting to exterpal Worſhip and Diſcipline raught x} 
to have a Divine San'tion, to be Laws of Chriſt, | 1 
of neceſlary 0 Salvation; were any — 

C 2 7 ded 


* 


DS. WAS ETCETERA he” WS OW 


> 


20 


ctended to of inte Hretim the Laws of Chriſt, 
Þ as to hind the Interpretations.of;Fallible Men 


on the Faith and Conſciences of Chriſtians, with: 
out convincing theit private Judgment of the 
Truth of them; Were a Right of Aeg Gog's 
Faveur, or of diſpoſing of Salvation and Dam- 
nation claimed; Or were Civil Sanctions annex - 
ed to the Laws of Chriſt, Diſſenters from the 
Eſtabliſhment would then be juſtifiable. It 
would then be neceſſary to Diſſent. No fſeſſer 
Conſideration can juſtify them. Separation on 
any leſs account is Uzpeaceableneſs, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the Duty of bearing with all things, 
that can be born With, for the Sake of Peace, 
Let ſince every Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment 
depends merely upon Conſem, and none can be 
obliged by Force to be of it, who do not conſent 
to it: Therefore thoſe who ſeparate from it can 
incur no Penalty from en for ſo doing. They 
cannot fall under Eccleſiaſtical ' Diſcipline ; - be- 
cauſe they renounce all the Privileges which be- 
long to the Members of the Church, merely as 
they are Members of it, beyond Which Diſci- 
plane does not extend (4. V.). They cannot in- 
cur Civil Penalties; becauſe this is no Civil 
Crime, without which there can be no Civil 
Forfeiture. e Ken ea 


XII. In a National Church it muſt be the 
Buſineſs. of the Supreme Ordinary to make pro- 
viſion that proper Perſons be appointed to he 
ſubordinate Officers, and that none but ſuch be 
allowed to officiate, in the Churc. 10 
938827 1 1 a 0 


| n 
To this purpoſe certain Qualifications are to 
90 inſiſted upon; pogo which'befides Diſcretion, 
Learning and Sobriety, this evidently muſt be 
ne, tha 0 fons who arec'to! be appointed 
0 Officiate give'a'Teſt that they ullbiv of the K- 
abliſprnent, the Eftabliſhed Larurgy, Ceremo- 
ies; Nixes and Diſcipline, and that they will 
-xecute the Office intruſted to thetn:accordin; 
otht "the Eftabliſhed Rules. It would” be abſur 
for u Perſon who! ĩs not ready to do thus much, 
o pretentt to be a Candidare for an Office. It 
y happen that à Man may not ſufficiently 
r of the Eſtabliſnment to do this: 1-15, 
wh ceably-endeavour'to get it correted; 
K be we For rr He catinot complain 
— He is not allowed to be. what in Conſcience 
— cannot be; an Officer of l The 
neces of rhis may be'a mi fortund to bim, 
— cannot be called an Injury. I muſt here add, 
hat in an Eftabliſhed Liturgy thete dught no- 
hing to be inſerted which is Uhneceſſafy, ot 
ithout wich the Worſhip of God mighit he as 
Es metre as th #5 Byr eſpecially 
hing ought to be in ſerted, wc is definirive 
4 any dubious Point Fer 7 5 Chet. 
lans. ©; 
And the Rites and -Corendonits which ite E: 
bliſhed ſhould be ſuch only us ate' neceſſary 
o the orderly and decent aſſembling togethet 
dt Chriſtians to praiſe and pray to God with 
ine Heart and Voice. Whatever is not neceſſary 


1 . 


0 this, but might 8 1 not to be 
Thus | 


\ 


Thus di! 3 md, defend T5 
0 much in general ʒ to _ 
Wie wourd denied. 10 ie 
Art Een 73 doe As Anz 
XII. The publick Worſhip of God hav ia 
National Clinrebea been artended with publict 
Aenne ander the Word of God! 
The whole: Model of the Chriſtian Chugches 
— 1 eee the brooms 
the! oge-Worſhep among the 
and not frontthe Temple, Service, as rn 
100 genetalig believed, and that Belbef artentlel 
with Conſequences very ptcjudicial toChriſtia 
y. Chriſtians phe 0 Pragfts, no 7 
na any Ur gd on Earth, as I have each 
ay; ct againſt Mr, Lat (on which 
r de me leave to i- e 1 
part of the 2d, 
of ee Fart wy De. Shevlock's, . 2 
gaialt. Popery, | which I had not ſeen when 
Wore that Anſwer, toMy Lauf; and therefor 
the Chriſtian Worſhip is entirely of anocher na 
ture from that of the Temple; but that it is e 
irely taken from the Swagogue Service will e: 
* appear: hy conligering the Particulars of thai 
vice. 18 3 T Nic 23t 
There was among g the Jews but one Tul 
viz. ateFeruſalem, * thete oaly cold Sacrih 
7505 offered, therꝶ only lay the Frieſt': Employ 
beſides this place of Worſhip after the Re 
turn from the Babyloniſh Captivity there 
— buik Synagogues, which at firſt/were few,” 
afterwards encreaſed to 4 great nber df | 
| there was One in every oY where there a 88 
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n 
guck A camber of perſons of full "a3 mi 
give a reaſonable preſumption apts 


—— 


a always cnough 2 make a . Congregation ar 
"Wicikare'to attend in every Synagogue-Allembly. . 
in this particular the Chriftian; Churches were 
v plainly modelled, not in imitationiof the Temple, 
bat ot the Synagogues. Wherever there were 
esough Chriſtian Oonverts to make a Congte- 
en, there was u Church; Theſe at firct were 
ew, | becauſe: of the Scarcity! of Converts, but 
MI nen the World was become: Chriſtian, they 
4 eucteaſed tothe great number of Pariſh Churches 
* ye a7 — which very much reſemble; the 
E201 HS Der. 11 1119905 e. 
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vere not Prieſts. Theſe were conſecrated on 
to the Ser vioe of the Temple, hich conſiſtell 
only in offering up Sacrifioes and Oblations, 
which was no part of the Synagogues Worſhip, 
But an one who wag qualified by Learning for 
performing Che ss ue Service was admitted 
to it, * 3 ones ver. Yet No — 
mige be preſe ere were in every gyna · 

gogue fixed Mines to take care ofthe Reliph- 
ous Duties of it. Theſe were ſolemaly admitteci 
thereto by upeſit ion of Hands, by which no 
Sacerdotal Character was ſuppoſed to be conter- 
red, nor the Holy Ghoſt to be conveyed, but it 
was only a ſolemn Ceremony of appointing them - 
Kio theſe Religious Offices. The Aut were: the 
_ 76oþpunes.or Elders of the Synagogue, who were 
che Governors and Directors of it, and are ſoma- 
times called ayyewi3ay:: Lis probable there 
Were 


£14 


| were more tian dne of them in-\each ;Syny 


ue. 11841 jor? nt 219. Aden Irre 
ert to them, or perhaps ono of them, Was 
the Miniſter of the-Synagogue, Who officiated 


reading the publick Prayers; and becalrſe inf © 
cho Pa He was the: Repreſentativey Miel wn 
er, or Angel of tlie ation to addreß \ 
thaw Prayers-to God. He was called, Shelzach * 
Zybbor, 1 e. the Angel of tbe Cburch. Mer 5 
to him werethe Deacons or inferior » Miniſten : 
called. Chazuum ur Overſeers, who kept eth ni 
ſacred Books and Liturgies, and all Utenſils be of t 
longing to the ogue :\ They ſtood by and; -. 
overlooked them that read the Leſſons, an Pt 
took the Book of them When they hal ny 
done. Thus it is ſaid of our Saviour, Lat. 4. 27 
that when He was called out to read the Le nor 
Jon; out of the Prophets in the Synagogue over 
Nazareth, of which he was a Member) _ Ede 
aſter He had done, He gave che Book Oft 
the Miniſter, Tel erh, ie. rhe Kere © M 
For there was antiencly no | fixed Syna of 
Miniſter for reading the Leſſons, but the © Gi 
of the Synagogue called out any to do it, — in 
were able. It was uſually donè in this Order. oh 
A Prieſt was firſt called out, and then a Levite, 7, 
if any of theſe Orders were preſent, and after = 
* any other Iſraelites, ail in all they: made proc 
ſeven. And for the Sake of theſe the Leſſon to laws 
be read each Day was divided into ſeven Secti- T 


ons, which in ſome Hebrew Bibles are marked pe 
in the „ the firſt with the word wary Pre, 


1. e. 


* vp 


A 
. e. the Pig? 3 the ſecond Levi, ij e. the Levite 
na the third! Shel:ſþ}, i. e. the third and fo on- 

The next fixt Officer was the | Interpreter, 
who was to interpret into the Chaldee, the Lan- 
guage then in uſe in Judæa, the Leſſons as they 
were read in Hebrew, which Language was 
not then fpoken nor generally underſtood. 


it there were a Prieſt preſent, He gave it; if 
not, then the Shel:ach' Ztblor, 

That the Chriſtian Miziſiry was inſtituted in 
imitation of this Synagogue- Nſiniſtry, and not 
of the Prieſthood, is at firſt ſight too plain to be 
inſiſted on. The Chriſtian Miniſters. are not 
once in Scripture called ieee, or Prieſts, nor by 
any Name that belonged to the Officers of the 
Iemple; but always by Names appropriated a- 
mong the Fews to the Jynagogue-Miniſters, who 
were not Prieſis, as ngopirtea, tnioronol &, 
Elders, Overſeers and Angels or Meſſengers. 
orf this laſt Name, fays Dr Prideaux, As a 

Meſſenger from God to the People is an Angel 


God, is an gel of the People, [or Church. 
In the latter ſenſe only was the Name of Angel 
given to the Miniſter of the Synagogue, but it 
© belongs to the Miniſter of the Chriſtian Church 
* 78 both ſenſes* which he ſays without any 
proof at all, and till it be proved tis not to be al- 


1 lowed. - 


The Service performed in the Synagogue were 

Publick Prayers, Reading the Scriptures, and 

Preaching and Expounding upon them; none 
DT TW 


When the d:miſſory Bleſſing was to be given, 


of God, ſo a Meſſenger from the People to 


of 
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of which were done in the Temple, whiere only 
Facriſices and Oblations were offered; And in 


exact conformity not to the Temple-Offerings, 
but to the Sy»agogue+ Service, of theſe three parts, 
and theſe only, was the Service of the Chriſtian 
Church made to conſiſt: They offered 20 Sa- 
crifices, but only Prayed, Read the Scripture, 
and Expowunded it. . 
By this Digreſſion, which I hope you will 
excuſe, you ſee the Reaſon of Preaching having 
always attended the Publick Worſhip of God a- 
mongſt Chriſtians: And that it ſhould do ſo, 
muſt be allowed to be very reaſonable and of 
great Uſe, eſpecially when Men preach Chriſt, 
and not themſelves. 8 
A more full account of the Synagogue- Ser- 
vice is to be ſeen in Dr Prideaux's Excellent 
Connection of the Old and New Teſtament, Part 
I. from p. 373 to 387 of the 8vo Edit- which 
is immediately followed with a very fatisfaCto- 
ry Account of the Proſeachaz. From Him 1 
have taken this account moſtly in his own 
Words, of the Truth of which thoſe who 
would be more fully informed ate by Him re- 
ferred to Buxtorf's Synagoga Judaica, rineſa 
de Synagoga vetere, and above all Maimonides. 
For a more particular Account of the Conformi- 
ty of the Chriſtian Worſhip to that of the Syna- 
gogue read the 2d Diſſertatio Juris Eccleſiaſti- 
ci of the Learned Dr Bochmer Profeſſor of Law 
in the Univerſity of Hall in Saxony (where Pro- 
teſtant Principles meet with due Encourages 
ment) eatitled De Antelucanis Chriſtianorum 


Ceti- 


n 
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Cztibus. Tho' I cannot fay that I entirely a- 
gree with that Learned Profeſſor in his account 
ot the Primitive State of the Church, eſpecially 
with regard to the Original of Epiſcopacy, yet I 
own that in moſ# Things I agree with Him, and 
that I have received a great deal of Inſtruction 
and Satisfaction in reading Hu Diſſertations, a 
Book very valuable, and which I wiſh were 
more known among Us. To return. 
Preaching having thus always attended the 
Worſhip of God among Chriſtians, as well be- 
fore as ſince there were National Churches; For 
this reaſon among the Qualifications. required 
of Candiates for Church- Offices, it has generally 
been made one, that they ſubſcribe to certain 
E/tallſhed Expoſitions of the Word of God, or 
to Articles of Religion, as a Rule of Preaching. 
It is evident that this Publick Preaching is not 
any neceſſary Form, Circumſtance, or Atten- 
dant of the Publick Worſhip of God; and there- 
tore by & ILL 'tis no part of the Subject- matter 
of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, nor ought any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Laws to be made about it. Tho' it 
be proper Preaching ſhould go along with the 
Worſhip of God, yet no other Law or Rule 
ought to be laid down for Preachers, but that 
they make Reaſon and Scripture only the Rule 
of their Preaching, ſince they only are the Rule 
of Faith: For ſince tis the Faith that is to be 


preached; that which is the only Rule of Faith, 


ought to be the only Rule of Preaching. 
t is ſaid, That ſince Publick Preaching is 


made a part of the Office of Church-Miniſters, 
D 2 in 


Wes 
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in wllich the Migiſter does not act as a private 
Perſon, but teaches by the Authority and in 
the Name of the Church, that therefore He 
ought not to be entirely leſt to Himſelf in what 
He teaches: In the ſame manner as a Perſon 
ho tranſaQs an Affair for another, ought not 
to be left to act as He ſhall think fit, but mul 
follow the Directions of his Principal. That 


therefore there may be Articles as a Rule 0 


Preachiag eſtabliſhed, to which Church-Gover:- 


nors may require Candidates for. the Office of 


Preaching to Subſcribe in ſuch a manner that 
they ſhall be underſtood by that Act to declare 
not that they believe Whatever. is contained in 
thoſe Articles robe Articles of Faith neceſſary 
to Salvation; but that they believe them to be 
true, and will preach ſuch Doctrines only as art 
conliſtent and agreeable to them. This is the 
moſt moderate and moſt plauſible Defence 
fuch Articles; and this is inſufficient. For f/ 
to make it to the purpoſe, it ſhould be ſhown, 
that Publick Preaching has any neceſſary Rela 
tion to the Ed of Fcolefiatical Aſﬀociation: 
which is joint iy to worſhip God: Otherwile it ca 
never be proved that the making and impo 
ing a Rule of Preaching is any part of the S 
jet. matter of Eccleſiaſtical Authority. Beſide 
therefore the Object ions that may be drawn 1 
gaiaſt impoſing Articles from the manifeſt Abu 
- ies of it in all the Articles that were ever yet im 
poled in any Part of the World; and from th 
great Danger that the Right of Chriſtians t 
Private Judgment and Interpretation incuts b 


IC 
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it: Here is an invincible Argument againſt it, 
that impoſing ſuch Articles is no part of the 
Subje ci. matter of Eccleſiaſtical. Authority, 
therefarr no ſuch Articles ought to be impoſed. 
This Anſwer alone is ſufficient to all that can 


be ſaid for ſuch Impoſitions. But Ladd ſecondly, 


That even if Publick Preaching had a neceſſary 
Relation to the End of Eccleliaſtical- Aﬀſociati- 
ons, as it has not, (tho' it muſt be owned to 
be of great Service to the Church of Chriſt, 
when Men preach His Goſpel, and not their 
own Dreams or Paſſions;) yet ſtill. ſuch Impo- 
ſitions would not be allowable. To prove 
them ſo, it would be neceſſary to ſhew that it is 
not ſufficient to require Preachers to promiſe 
that they will make the Scriptures the only 
Rule of Doctrine; that there are more Incon- 


«. 


veniences in this leaving Men to preach the Ga. 


fel only, than in confining them to preach the 
Doct rines of Men or thoſe ſnterpretations which 
an Aſſembly of Fallible Men put upon the Doc. 
trines of the Goſpel. This 1 am affured can ne- 
ver be ſhewn. | But on the contraty it is euſ 
to ſhew, and has often been ſhewn, that ſuck, 
Articles are at beſt tcleſi, but may be very j - 
cbie vonsʒ that they can do no Good, but may 
do much Hurt. | 1 
What Uſe can they be of, or what Good can 
they do? Do they ſerve (as is commonly pre- 
tended} to #nite Chriſtians in the ſame Faith and 
in the ſame Communion? On the contrary, 


have not theſe, and theſe only, been the occali- 


ons of almoſt all the Diviſum and Schiſius that 


ver 


30 

ever were, or now are in the Church? They 
etfectually and for ever diſunite and ſeparate 
Chriſtians from one another. For as there 
never were, nor I believe ever will be, any ſuch 
Articles any where agreed on for a Rule of 
Preaching or of Faith, to which all Chriſtians 
can agree; on courſe all who frame any Arti. 
cles, and make all embracing the fame a conditi- 
on of Communion, muſt neceſſarily diſunite 


themſelves from great numbers of their Chriſti | 


an Brethren, who cannot , embrace them: 
Whereas if chey would draw up no other Arti- 
cle but this one, which too is always ſaid virtu- 

ally to contain all the reſt, vis. That the Scrip- 
© ture clearly contains all Truths neceſſary to 
* Salvation, and that nothing ought to be preached 
* but what may be proved thereby ? ; to this all 
Proteſtants would I hope readily agree; This 
would be the true way to «nite them in the 
fame Faith and in the fame Communion. 

Are Articles of uſe to exclude Hereticks out 
of the Church? Are there then any Hereticks 
among thoſe, whoſe ſincerely believe that the 
Seripture clearly contains all Truths neceſſary to 
Salvation, and that nothing ought to be preach- 
ed but what may be proved thereby, and who 
do their beſt endeavours to conform their Minds 
to the Scripture Truths, and their Lives to the 

Scripture. Precepts ? Ought any fuch Perſons to 
be excluded out of the Church. But if Hereſy 
be a Work of the Heſh, and He only who is {elf 
condemned, i.e, who is inſincere and wicked, 
be an Heietick, will Cobweb-eArticles keep _ 

ritecks 
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„1 | 
yeticks out of the Church? Can they be ſe]f+ 
condemned, and yet ſo conſcientious as not to 
break"thro? ſo ſight a Fence, - 75 

But if Articles at beſt are «ſeleſs, at worſt I 
am ſure they are very miſchievous.” Of neceſſi- 
ty they diſunite ſome Chriſtians from-the Fra- 
mers of them, which is attended with many 
fatal Conſequences: And if many who, tho? 
© they believe what is contained in them, yet 
think the' Authority by which they are impo- 
ſed unwarrantable, did not, for the fake of 
Peace and the general Good, of too Evils chuſe 
the leaſt, and ſubmit to an Uſurpation; many 
more muſt be diſunited, and the Conſequen- - 
ces be much more fatal. How fatal theſe Con- 
ſequences are, fad. Experience has ſufficiently 
proved. The impoſing of Articles has given 
occaſion to almoſt all the Uncharitableneſs and 
Perſecutions, the Devaſtations and Deſtruction 
of Chriſtians, that have ever been ſince Arti- 
cles firſt were made. 

Add to this, that it has been by them that 
Men, who. have aroſe teaching, perverſe things, 
beſides the Goſpel which the Apoſtles of Chriſt 
delivered, have drawn Diſciples after them, 
and raiſed Factions in the Kingdom of Chriſt 
againſt their only Lord and Maſter, - by ſetting 
up another Authority beſides His. Theſe have 
been the Bands by which the Diſciples of Men 
have been united, in oppoſition to thoſe, who © 
profeſs that One ij their Maſter, even Chriſt, and 
are Cloſely and immediately united to Him. 
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But there is no need for) me to enlarge on 
this Head, which has been fo very well handed 
in Mr Durette's Treatiſe 'of The Abuſe af Con. 
feſſions of Faith, tranſlated by Mr Pillomtere. 
am forry Mr Durette is l where con- 
ſiſtent; but Mi Pillonniere has ſupplie what 
was deficient in his Argument, and has com. 
pleated the Demonſtration that no Articles vughit 
to be impoſed. > 4. 2611 15. © 0G. Wi 


XIV. But that the Church may have ſome 
equivalent for parting with Eftabliſhed' Articles 
J propoſe that ſome ſuch Form as this which 
follows be ſubſcribed by every one Who goes 
into Orders, viz. I fideliter- promittes Iv nibij 
* concionaturim, wifi quod e facris ſcripturꝭs pro. 
Jari poſſe perſuaſum babuerzs, Ie Regi Fidelen 
frre & Eccleſiam non 1 Ons 
-* You ſhall faichfully promiſe that you wil 
ppreach nothing, but what you are perſwaded 
iN may be proved out of 3 Scripure, 
A That you will be Faithful'to the King, and wil 
not diſturb the Chureſdſn n. 
l chuſe to propoſe this Form, | becauſe I have 
4 been told that it has already been ac of 
2 a Learned Forreigner as an Equivalent tor: Sub- 
1 ſoription to the 39 Articles by a R. R. Biſhof 
who never was ſuſpected of not being 'exaQiy 
Orthodox. e TRY een 


XV. Thus, Sir, You have my Thoughts df 
the Sy of impoſing «Avticles. But tho 
I think 20 Articles ought to be impoſed, yet! 
408 tart 
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rs 1 cd be juRifable ineverthelef to ſabmie © 


ſbite/Girchraſtances' to ſuſcrib them when 
they areampoſed : provided they 


Fan vis e e * CoA! 
:Whether: this be. juſtibable 'or no, chat b. Wl 
clock Werther & Man may :voluntarily/abric 
Hinſtlpt>lits Liberty fur hat he thinks: ſu 
cient 
little domi fr by ſubſcribing the Articles 4 
Man idabyrander{Sod to iy that He thinks 


thein. ai Iftis4auddble to endeavour peaceabiy by 
provutt thatnho Articles hould e any to 
impoſed], Burtiſ this cannot be ptpcured, "ati 
zreatad E lis aid Diſturbances are likely to en- 
oa i ˖ẽʒ tha h on Submiſſion to tho 
Uarpation, theitefſer Evil is to be choſt, it is 
laudable-@r : Feace ſake to ſubmit, every Man 
being dbliged toi part; With his juſt Privileges 
lor:the\gegerat}Good- | A.tegard to the general 
bee e Jo oblige a Man to Afemble 

the Truth, or to approve of Impoſitions; th if 
Feacei ma that way be. beſt N it may 


ian does not iniply an n or Encou- 
ragement of them; bitonly this that He who 
ſubmits} prefers Submiſſivn” to Separation upon 
me gendiRe an, Which may be a regard to 
Publick-Peacs and Quiet, aud a dread of the ill 
Conſequencea of Religious Diviſions and Diſtin- 
ions, which are{ always attended with Confu- 
et | W Animoſity, Violence and Uncharitable- 
ak \ E 8 


be conſiſtent 
with Rean'add Seripture, the Wy Rules; of ? 


Reaſgns)cit: — 1 to me there can he — 


them rar nut chat He approves of the ima 


Oblige qrcatilealt zufkif/ Sabmiſſion. For Submiſe | 
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neſs: Theſe indeed would be beſt avoided: hy 
bſta 


ſcience we can, altho' we do not approve chem 


a2 Caſe the certain and ' unavoidableieffets of 


Pa e require Men to receive the Doctrihes 


" 


ining from Impoſitions ; but if there will be 
Impoſitions,the only way to prevent theſe. Miſe. 
ries,is to comply at preſent with all that in Con- 


The Conſequences I have mentioned are in ſuch 


refuſing. to comply; with which the poſſible 
inconveniences of receding from our Riglit are 
not comparable, To make it the more clear 
that we may thus ſubmit, let us conſider the 
difference between the Impoſition of Articles in 

See Dy Clark's Proteſtant Churches and in the 
Preface P 4» Church of Rome. In all Prote- 
_— ant "Churches Forms of Human 
Inſtitution are conſtantly underſtood to be re- 
quired to be complyed with merely on account 
of their being agreeable to Scripture. But the 


and Traditions of the Church, not ' merely; be- 
cauſe: — agreeable to Scripture, - the only 
275 Faith," but as part of tht Rule of Faith 
it ſelf. Fs Wag! 


Ahead i 
can-potdly comply even in ſubſcribing Arti- . 
cles, which in weinte He believes are true; I 
ſinos they are required to be believed to bs true, 


not becauſe they ure i Scripture, hat becauſe Neu; 


they are impoſed; The Proteſtant Churches ut- 


terly diſdain all pretences of this Nature; and 
whatever Forms they impoſe, they do not re- 


quire they ſhould be believed and ſubſcribed NI, 
ee becauſe” they impoſe Alen Fer 


. * c 
oof 4 
Seriptzre, tho' they believe they 
are impoſed without any warrantable TS 
Sub- 


n thus foot I defended my defign 
tio f ul Exami- 


(ripe being fatisfied-after- a care 

ation that the Articles are capable of a Senſe, 
in which they are apreeable to Scripture; tho 
think if they were much more evidently fo, 
hey ont "hor to de impoſed. e 
Without being ſatisfied of thus much, I am 
xriwaded for my own part that I ought not to 
ubſcribe them (cho'! pretend not to judge for - 
hers.) My reaſon is, becauſe I think the Ar- 
cles, aur not only Articles of Peace but 2 6. 
n/0y, and becauſe my ſubſcribing them ſeems 
me to be nor barely an Engagement not to 
Y thi trary to them, but alſo a 


ach an 


val fo 


* 


-I . Sa 2 3corcae IS : 
— 


Aces ape required tc he ſy 


BY 
meter MA 0 — them, 
t. 5 axe more. They are, entitled 
| es for tal liſhing, Conſen 
9 True Religion ; Thi 
ee to ſuppoſe that thoſe wh 
1 3 701 1 ſubſeribe them muſt reaſſy be 
Frey What is: contained/i in them to be true. -By 
| to me put bèyond doubt hy the words ( 
Subscription. Ia the 36th Canon-the Form 1 
preſcribed, vis. 1 N. N. de "willing 


and | 
ànimo ſubſcreke #0 - theſe: Three Aﬀviales—k 


one of which is, that. He acknowlerpathi all x 
every the Articles ta be AGREED 25 7 20 * | 
 rWORD'OF,GQD, © By chis it 
in (ubſcribing a . 1 7 Opi 
and not a bare Conſent to an Article 1555 ea, 
or àn Engagement to Silence;and/Submiſſi 
And the Statute of 13 Elix. c. e $1 
the. Legal Autor, to the requiring Su 
ctions in order to a Man's being capable o 
Benęfice, requires chat every,Clargyman'ſho 
read the Articles in the Church, Wich a De 
ration of his Vaſeigned dent to them, which 
A muſt bea Declatation of his own Opin 
not a bare! Promiſe 45 Silence This le 
— take notige f one thing zelating to t 
Watter Which I think in the higheſt deg 
. ſhameful and nasche ble Ir jvc hen the A 
ri gt — 
| ndidates for ogg have(gr: 
Hiudigd: Divinicytzs! bus aligraf-arhers: G wy 
Aiſters, Oc. and, the who take —— in 
er the! T CT 
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not be ſuppoſed to have taken due pa ins to 


exumine into the Truth of the Articles: May, 
they are in the Univerſities r to beodith- 
ſcribed even by CHILDREN, who#tis abſolutely 
| impaſſible Thould rer thing of 
thema Mb Nd e ea 
I dur wma MATER:tbe faulty, ſhe 
muſt not be expoſetl.by-her:qwn Song 00 if a- 
. By are dackicifaly/anclingd;: Ld beck remem- 
ber \ MIELLER'sBAaTE. But with your, Univer- 
fg: (which/is indeed in this reſpett, whatever 
be in others, more faulry than ours) I 
2 to! make little frre. ooh, 
-a In ybur Stathteb, Tit. IId. 31 1 findithe 
. faldwing-one concerning the”! rriculation of 
Young Scholars. 4.3 Hat 16: 

8 EY £ Py bs thoſe: 3 to be mat el, 
it they are Sixteen ears old, ſubſcribe the 
alete of Faith and Religion, ànd perſonall 
tale the Oath of Su remadf, and alſo of Fi- 
.*/dclity' to the Univerſity. Bur if they are uh. 
der n and above Twelve, hald only 
ande the Artitles of Faith Religion. 
-+ Young Scholdts it ſeems, ate not of Years of 
Diſeretion to tale an Oath till Sixteen. They 
are not till then ti be ſuppoſed; go have true No- 


'tidns ofithe|Nature-ind Oben of üh Oath; 


| rere fed AH ö de- 
14 "4g Nabe. 255 k Ae Aftitulla Fdei & b — 
1 NN ace trims 


* mY 5 ati exhi 8 1 
De ED FF (ht Rk . 


aa A pidei & Religivnis comb rrbes 


— 


tho dis what has no great Obſcurity, nor 
dent eaſy things, that 2 of Twelve 


Tears of A e cannot but u ad chem 
chis is implicit aich with a 
cribe it than in the 

1 . 


; le and unwarranable ef bee of” th 
i f urch of Rome . To Artic les upon 
. * which ſo many Volumes have been written, 


(3 


did ſufficient! 
4 we ſubſcribe Arti n 


any 
who enter in 


rinity in Unity, Pra» 
Free · will, Good-works before 


' 
VM 


e 

of 5 tho" here they are required not- 
tage ſubſcribe tO: the deere T 

ay. ONE Can imagine chey gon 
g al de N of —.— 


n 


a ceired Scriptures, the Conduct of the Four 
e firſt Coun and other things as difficult 


that are contained in the Atticles, and can 


them; He may ſwallbw Tranſubſtantiati- 
* on, or Unlimited Obedience to a Limited Au- 
n thority, or any other abſurd Poſition what- 
ever. But if one may take the Freedom with 
theſe Orthodox Youths to ſuppoſe they are, at 

leaſt at their Admiſſion into the Univerſity, 
as t of theſe Things, as other Children 
( are” (and I believe we may fairly ſuppoſe 
that one half, at leaſt of thoſe under Si 


„ oa > 4 


heard that there were any Articles; ,) + What O- 
pinion muſt one entertain of their 
who require that of their Igaorante, Which 
* ought to ariſe only from a full and rhoro 


reer eee e 


R 


themſelves of their Articles? Will they bear 
examination? If they will, why mult peo: 
ple be put upon thus ſubſcribing them blind- 
© told* (When they know no more of them 
than they do of the Decrees of the Council of 
Iren and fo be diſcouraged from ever exa« 
yr: - them aſterwards? For to what 
already given under their Hands is true. 


5 * | > ho * 


give a Rational Account of their Belief of 


never read the Articles, or perhaps ſo much ay 


« Contictiont "What Opinion have theſe. Men 


uld they examine what they have 


w 


Paſſive Obedience, and Indefeaſible Hereilitar 


F 


„What inolerable-Ty rand yas th el 
Thrall have the Advanta wh tl 
but W rehand-day 1 B 
Obligations, &1 25 $ ne 


all che Opinions ue 9323 cd 
idee one uf them he nruęe ? Wat n di, 
nde of tlie Evidence fdr the Truth of; the 
Opinions of che church does ſthisi betray ? One 
13 not whether / the Tyranny of the Wes. 
ack ichn ene Beira 10 no 
-::1 «wiſh :this be not the Foundation ofothat 
diſregardl oft dll Obligations; vet the mot; (0 
lema:Oaths; which! is: ſo'1juſtly:(conplaigesh} O 
among Lou. The moſt ſolemi Qaths are mate 
ebiags of Bom, ET d taken thoſe WHhongichet 
Helieve, nor inte — what they cal 
Gocb to wirheß they do believe, and intand : ¶T hey 
belfere no mene 0 the Oiths they takey than 
di at their Matriculation - the Atricbet 
ſubſcribedd: The only difference $zi6that 
Keheveas.they:then ſubſcribed the Articles with: 
dgrany Belick or Meaning at all, they no tale 
zhd/Daths}'cho!. they Beit ve and mean the con. 
tracy :) * i .. 119103 EI. Tas 
his Ground- work of) It n. Aſſent thus 
earlſc laid, is the Foundation o tbibing: All the 
orher pernicious Doctrines it *Whic 
Foliog/Div ines generally carry Tom, your Uni 
verſity. From Implicit Subſcription: thegeprog 6 
ceed to an Implicit Belief of the DoQrines: of 


Right.; Of Unlimited Submiſſion to Princes 
1 inclined, and no Submiſſion to Pro 
teltant 


[ar]! 
* 2 all the otlier Abfſurditi thes, 
that are lo fiſhionable'in that Sear of Learning, 
By this they believe Perjury and Common 115. 
neſtty, Noncceliltancgę a and Rebellion to” be fe 
concilable}'" |, © 
If ever our Bak ſhall have 5 and 


Inclination to Reform what may be atniſs in tlie 
Univerſities,” this W Statute in 9 


their fic firſt Car. in | 
4 come wow! to WOO Ui Mk Pit: of 4 


ion, ig. How I can reconcile my b 
ſcribing the Articles, with hy holding Opini⸗ | 
ons generally alled * N concerning the 
Trinity. i 

We may perhaps in other Letter have my 

. upon wat Subje&Xt. But at preſent 1 

ſal © only reply ro your Queſtion i in the Dy” 
ing manner. 
My Opinions concerning the Trinity 61 be | 
reconciled” to the Letter of the Arti ary fo and 
therefore I can ſubſcribe the Articles confiſteny- 
ly with maintaining thoſe Opinions; Being per- 
ſwaded that I may honeſtly and conſcientiouſ- 
ly ſubſeribe tlie Arricles in 225 ſenſe of Which 
the Words are capable. 

The only Objection 1 know of againſt the 
Jaſtißableneſs of doing fo, 'is "That bſcripti- 
on to the Articles is equiyalent to an Oath, 9 
inſtance, the 'Abjuration Oath; But an Oath! may 
not be taken in any ſenſe the Words ate capa- 
ble of, but 1a that one ſenſe only whichis known 
to be the ſenſe of the 1 Party, 1. e. in 
the” — wad „ the . F 


[8,17 
That therefore i in like manner the. Articles. ma) 
be ſubſcribed in that one Senſe only; which is tho 


Senſe of the Impoſing Party i, e..of Ear. 
Io this Obje&tion 1 anlwer, 1... 


xt. That in the Doctrine ofthe Friniey 1 haye 


no way certainly to inform my A is the 
Senſe of the Church. , 


1. The Words. of fe firſt 773 are caps 
ble of at leaſt four Senſes, and each 0 e 
Senſes is defended by Learned Divines of the 
Church What Way: now is there for, me Pp 
know which of - theſe. four Senſes is the on 
only. Senſe of the Ir 5 the Church? 
The Conſent of the 4 JE vines of the 
Church cannot help me; for they do not con- 
ſent in one Senſe, As for a Majorit7, I know 
not but there may be more Learned. Divines 
who underſtand 4 Article in the Senſe 1 do, 
which is generally called Unorthodox, than there 
are who underſtand it in any one. of the other 
three Senſes. So that for ought 1 fee. my Senſe 


has as much right to be called the FE: " * 
Church, as any other. 


The wur Senſes I mean are. 

1. That which makes the Three Bauten to 
be only Three Modes of one Mind; Which I 
call Sabellianiſin. 7 

2 That which makes the Three "Ae SS, to 
be ſomething more than Three Modes of one. 
Mind, and yet not Three Minds, , e. makes 
them wy be met berween 12 od 505 "Wh 

g and Nothing; whic . e 
n which er the Three Perſons to 
be Three — Minds; which 1 call W 


Aa 


pos. har im: * 431 = . 274 
4 That Which makes them to be unequal 
Minds, One independent and exiſting of it ſelf, 
the other Two deriving their Exiftence from the 

| ſt ane e 48 $5.4 Bo * 


When all the Learned Divines of the Church 
ſhall agree upon any one of the firft three ſen- 
ſes of this Article; there will then be ſome bet- 
ter Pretence than there is at preſent for requir- 
ing the Article to be ſubſcribed in that Senſe 
only, which is the ſenſe of the Church. Till 
that be done, I ſhall think my ſelf juſtified. for 
ſubſcribing the Articles in any ſenſe the Words 
will bear, in Which 1 can reconcile them to 
Scripture and to the other Authorized Forms of 
the Church, tho? perhaps that ſenſe ſhould not 
de the moſt obvious. For | 
2aly. Unlefs this Liberty be allowed, no body 
can ſubſcribe the Articles, Creeds and Liturgy 
of the Church of Exgland at all. There are ſe- 
veral things in theſe Forms which, if taken in 
he moſt obvious ſenſe, contradi& one another, 
ind therefore ſome of them muſt be underſtood 
in a ſenſe which is not the obvious one. In the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, it is plain from Dr 
larke's Collection, ch. I. of the THY Part of His 
cripture-DoFtrine, that there are a great num- 
ber of Paſſages in the Liturgy, which in the 
obvious ſenſe make for his Opinion, and there- 
dre muſt by thoſe who are of a differe t Opint- 
In be underſtood in a ſenſe. which is not tjge 
dbvious one. But there is as much re aſon for 
im to underſtand ſuch other Paſſag s which . 
the obvious ſenſe make againſt His Opinion, 
a ſenſe Which is not the obvious one; as fe 
8 7 | His 


„ — 1 
. 
— 


„ Ok oo Cond ck of 2 cn Satan 


© 2 g 
* 


* 
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r 
His Advexſaries to underſtand thoſe which make 
for Him in that manner. Thereſere this Li 
berty muſt be allowed to all. 
34h. To put this matter out of diſpute,, ] 
think I need only tranſcribe p 2024 of. Dr 
Clarke's Excellent Introduction to his Scripture- 
Doctrine, The Proteſtant Churches requiring 
© Men to comply with their Forms merely; up. 
on account of their being, agreeable ta\,Scrip 
ture; and conſequently. 1 ſuch Senſe on) 
s wherein they are agreeable to Scripture; ti 
5 plain that every Perſon may [honeſtly ſub 
© {cribe] ſuch Forms, Whenever He can in anf 
* ſenſe at all reconcile them with Scripture, 
The firſt Reformers, When they had laid 
© aſide what to them ſeemed Intolerable in the 
Doctrines of the Church of Reme, in other 
Matters choſe to retain the Words they ſoune 
© yet declaring that thereby they meant to e 
preſs only the Senſe of Scriptare, and nd 
© that of Tradition or the Schools. If-Tradit 
on or Cuſtom, if Careleſsneſs or. Miſtake ei 
4 ther in the Compiler or Receiver, happen at 
© any. time to put a ſenſe upon any Huma 
Forms, different from that of the Scripture 
* which thoſe. very Forms were intended 1 
< explain, and which is at the iame time dec! 
F red to be the only Rule of Truth; *ris evider 
© no Man can be bound to underſtand tho 
© Forms in ſuch ſenſe; nay on the contrary H 
c js indiſpenſably bound not to Underſtand. 0 
receive them in ſuch ſenſe.—eAs in reading 
t Comment upon any Book whatſoever, I 
* that Would underſtand the true Meaning 0 
| - 6 
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_ 451]. 
(che ** cpalider What the 
. Words of the Oomment mann of themſelves 
| peng — to ſigniſy e they may 
; be ſo unde rſtood as to , Calf tent. Inter- 
pretation of the. Text they are th explain? So 
ia conſidering all Forms of Human Compoſiti- 
on in Matters o Religion, it is not * 
what the Words may in themſelves poſ ably 
ok oby iouſly — * or. * ws hey may v 
garly and ca ſtood to mean; 
15 Char 1 all 1 Wards ſome Ambi- 
* guity but in what ſenſe they cail be conſiſi- 
ent Expoſitions of thoſe Texts of Scripture, 
„Which they were intended and are profeſſed 
' bo; interpret. Other wiſe it ay. eaſily "Hyper 
that a Comment may in effect come into the 
* Place. of, the Text, and another Interpretation 
Laſterwards into the Place of that Comment ʒ 
l in proceſs of time Men by inſenſible de- 
1 * depart entirely from the Meaning of the 
ext, and Human Authority {wallows up that 
* which is Divine Which Evil can no otherwiſe 
be prevented than by * 254 05 Perpe- 
* tually to the Original it ſel and allowing no 
Authority 10 anf Interprezatioh any; furrher 
© than'tis evidently, agreeable tothe Text it ſelf, 
Not to mention many examples of this kind 
0 in almoſt all the Confeſſions pf Faith that ever 
were publiſhed; There is one very rrmarka- 
. inſtancę ol it in the Apoltſes Creed it ſeli, 
the Article of the Deſcem inta Hell]. Pro- 
able they who firſt, put the Article into the 
Creed might intend it ſhould be underſtood 
(of che place or State "of the Load, MS 
the 


l e e regt 
fies J; yet, ſince all Learn ' are ſatis 
that the Greek word e in thoſe Texts . 
geripture, on Which this Article was founded, 
"© does. not Wu) Fe bur in general 


— 9 — 
nderftand it in 


* thi World: O 
think dere obliged to 

the Creed, not as the Word may in modern 
Speech ſeem to ſound to the Vulgar, but as it 

7 really INE the Oni Texts 89 1 
ture. Aan 

The ſame i i510 be underſtood of every 
© of all Human Compoſitions whatſoever? 
| e Vb 
© the an Articles, and alſo in 
the VIIEh, w_ 4 — Creeds 

ht to be received a ecauſe (and 

* „enen in yr Exe i; only, wherein) they 
may be proved certain Warrants of 
« Ho y Scripture, * 

See Bp Burnet's InneoilgBiow to his Expobri 
on p. 8 and , and Mr Bennet's Paraphraſe, 7292 

by Dr Clarke in p. 446. 

Beides what 1 have tranſcribed from Dr 
Clarks, L refer you alſo to his Scripture- Doctrine 
from 5 444 to 454, in vindication of under. 
ſtanding ſome Expreſſions in the eAtharaſfiar 
Creed ne not 2 as moſt Men do, bur which 
are Bp Talor Fd) av they bs ae gs 'and 
as — very fairly ſignify, * as 
wich the word of God and Right Reaſon: . 
greeably to the Obſervation of Bp Pearſon, that 
* whatſoever is delivered in the Gerda we 72 

6 for 


"» 
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general Terms, which are — | 
ö Mine's ho more Senſes than one; 
eſs all Learned Divines in one ſenſe, it 
innot be. determined which is the particular 
caſe deſigned; by the Clarks, And mat Hin 
a Fenn. the obvious M of 
10 Words ſeem to fa vour one Senfe more 
nother, yet this ts determine the Meaning 
the general Artiele,—if there are other Paſſa- 
es, the obvious. Meaning of which favour the 
ther Senſe more” than that; In which caſe 
Men muſt be allowed to ſubſcribe in any Senſs 
f which the Words are capable. And laſtiy, 1 
ave ſhewn that 7 die dig: * 2 
hurch's being a to 
er Forms to be ſubſcribed in 1 other Senſe, 
1 . —— oh, * 
re on which her For 
ile of the ry 


hat the Declarations and 
ve been accordingly. - 
Km ” another Inſtance, which 


a { ag A 4 * "W * % q N 6, 6 2 a N 
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a3. Ma 
_ + Reizt eg King C bur ler dhe Firſt the; 
were wart TER hex Copenh the thODeetees bf 
God, and thife Points of * whiclare the 
Subjedt-ma wert bf IX -NIIDand XVI ont 
Articles. Thoſe Articles were ben 
gene 10 T etmzp that each ſicde vinterpteted”” the 
Articles in Hvour of theif "own Opinion and 
accuſed the vppbſſte Party Of Holding Opinion, 
cbnttary to the Articles 'they had falferibed, 
To put a ſtop to theſe Diſputes a ndfdeoidg' hoip 
fur ire Articles were concerned in thema De 
claration wasipubliſhed by che-Ruyal: Author 
Pe That all fartherceurious Sea reh bee] 

4 laid fide; Fand ente Diſputes ſhut up in G04 

c romiſes, abthey be generally: ſet fortk to 
dun the Holy'Scrip tures, and the GENMNERA 
© rmeaning/of the — of the Church of 
©: gland according to them: And "that no Mat 
* forthe future ſhou'd either print or preach tc 
Adra the Article (the NV ae anyway, 
bus ſhoutd/fubmie ro ic ia che plain asd eig 
emeaning thereof; that none fhould:puth | 
Scale ur Gesinde: bo be: the meaning ol ah 
Article, but take ĩt in the Literal Ven. 
ral ine nc won n 87h nv 9 
This is vertainly right: Iv ſch Boris 2 theſe) 


dci Words are general of of great Latitude, hM 
bas aüy one to do to e Hraig o limit them, hel. 5 


ine Authority chat impoſed them does not chin 
fie to give any limitation of them beyond Whati 
in the Words themſelves % To ſo inuch as thi 
Chitreh, has expoſed Men ſubſeribe. Tos pec 
any more is unreaſonable, or to requite ſubſerif 
tions tothe general meaning of the Church cite 


K wit 


"Th -y 
with is er 95 N or OY 
kthe Church had deſig 


wnorſoexprefs Her ſelf? Did 1 know that his 
inited Seifſe were really the Senſe of the Church, 


cal aud 


e juſt as the meaning of the Article, this being 
wing the Article to one ſſde, atid not allowing 


its l extent, but confining its general mean- 
I hope I have now ſaid 
differenee between the two 
aſes of ſubſcribing the Articles, and taking ſuch 


ng to 2 ticular 
e 


1 Oath as the Abjuration. 


nſe.;" no chere any certain way of knowing 
„the Church; nor if that were known, are 
en requited to ſubſcribe to that, but only to 
le general Words. And, as a Proteſtant Church, 


- nderſtanding the Senſe of Her own Forms, than 
e underſtanding 
liſtent Interpretations of che Paſſages of Scrip» 
re they Are profeſſed to * Mid 

G | 


* 


ned Her Forms ſhould have 
deen ſubferibed T ſuch a limited Senſe, why did 


yet fince I am . only to ſubſeribe to ge. | 
comprebenſſve Words in which no ſuch = 
unitation is implied, it does not appear to me 
hat] am obliged 0 te underſtand thoſe general words 

n that limited Senſe. I am ſure the contrary is war- 
anted by King Charles's Declaration, according o 
hich no limited Senſe or Comment, ought to 


In the dn Caſe the Senſe is particularly r 
ted and certainly known; in the other the 
Vords are wo neral, not limited to one particular 

r 


hich of the many pelle Senſes is the Senſe 


ie Church can la down no other Rule for the ] 


them in ſuch"a"Setiſe as to be 


F 
2 
6 -. 


peng! 

For this Reaſon I take all Opportunities of 
| declaring, (as De Clarke has done, p. 24, 23, of 
his Iatroduction) that ©I-give my Aſſent to the 
Forms by Law appointed, and to all Wards of 
* Human Inſtitution, only, becauſe they are, and 4 
therefore in that Senſo only wberein they are con- 
ſiſtent and agreeable to what appears to me, af. 
© ter a care ful conſideration, to he the Doctrine 
© of Scripture in each particular, whether that 
© Senſe be the moſt obvious Senſe of the Words 
4 . 


I have above given you my Reaſans why ! 
think no Articles at ks 3 — 1 
could urge many more againſt impoſing ſome \f 
particular ones, eſpecially of a ſpeculative Natute, 
ſuch as the Doctrine of the Trinity, What End 
can poſſibly be ſerved by ſuch ſpeculative Arti- 
cles? They may exclude ſeveral honeſt well- 
meaning Men from the Miniſtry, but can ex- 
clude; none that are otherwiſe. Againſt wicked 
iufincere Men Subſcriptions are no Defenſe ; fot 1K 
they mak ing no Conſcience of them, will ſubſcribe 
without Belief. But I forbear— and only add, 

That in things of a ſpeculative Nature, ſuch 
as Eſſences, Subſtances, and the like, Reſigio 
is not at all concerned, Scripturs is ſilent: And 
——— Men too, if they were truly wiſe, ot 
or wunt of true Wiſdom, did not affect to be 
wile above what is Written; if they would be 
contented to learn Divinity from the Scripture: 
which without the wrangling metaphyſical 
Leuning of the Schools, is able to make. the! n 
wiſe unto Salvation. ki 
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. Lengion is the Dogrine of Galline3, and its 
„lis to mate 'Men Good bes, and oonſequent- 
Aan bereafter ; not to fill their Heads with 
of 1 2 

14 Pty Notions and vain Imaginations, which 
rake no Mau better or happier. And the Scrip- 
ures wete defigned to be 2 Rule and Guide of 
PraFiſe, not of Speculation; to reſine our Morals, 
ot our Mztaphyſicks, When Men ſhall come 
o give an account of themſelves and of theit 
itles to a happy Eternity, it will not he enqui- 
ed how Subtle Met ap 2 they have beef in 
heir paſt Life, but how Good Livers. The 
dcripture therefore which was given of God 40 
(iſt Men in what was neceſſary to their being 
ntitled to Eternal Happineſs, is not a Syſtem of 
eraphyſickr. The fupreme God is ſeldom men. 
joned in 4 Metaphyſical Senſe; bur almoſt eye. 
y where in a Moral. Senſe, as being our Cre 
_ tor, Lawgiver, BenefaQor, Rewarder or Punifh- 

t. So are all other Beings. Their Metaph) f- 
Nature is foreign from the Deſign of the 
vcripture, from which we only learn their 
Moral Relations, and the Duties to and from 
em reſulting from thoſe Relations. 

* But it has been the common Diſeaſe of Chri- 

ans from the beginning, not to be ſatisfied with 

that meaſure of Faith, which God in the Scrip- 
ture has expreſsly afforded them, -but out of a 
vain deſire and itching to know - more than is 
evealed, they have attempted to diſcuſs things, 
of which they have no Light either from Rea. 
ſon or Revelation. Nor have they reſted here, 
| G 3 but 
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but on pretence of Church Authority, which in 
ov, Caſe 2 or he wag which for the 
| part is but Figment, they have perempto- 
*rily — and confidently. impoſed upon 
* others a neceſſity of entertaining Concluſion, 
of that Nature.” This is the effect of -curiouMl fan 
looking into things not ſeen, Men's Wits' woull thi 
Way Fo a4 if their Searches in Religion cal 
were confined to Morality, and a few Matter ma 
of Fact. Should Religion conſiſt only inf en 
orality, enforced. by certain motives ariſing the 
from the Belief of ſome Facile, which 1 
one can well disbelieve, when the Evidenc 
of them is fairly propoſed; what Scene woull 
there be for Faith to diſplay it ſelf? What 
then ! The Excellency of FAITH; if any 1 
bas Faith enough to believe it, is to believe whil 
a Man leaſt underſtands, or entirely to ſubdue bi 
Underſtanding, and believe without it; or if i Li 
will be impertinent and ſometimes intrude it(elf 
ta believe in ſpight of it, and againſt it! Thu 
muſt they do, who believe in Human Definitions 
of Metaphyſical Points concerning the Nature o 
God; which hard Neceflity they need not b. 
put to, if they could ſo far ſubdue their Faith 
as to place it in the Scriptures only. W 
I can indeed. ſee no Reaſon why in points i p 
this Nature, as it is our Duty, ſo it ſhould no er 
be our Choice, to be contented with the Propoſſi In 
tions contained in Scripture, without making ol th 
ſcure and uncertain; Deductions from them, an] 1b 
laying ſo much weight on theſe, as if they wer} te 
equal D 


— 9 
equal 28 , and equally enen d the Scrip- 
ture i 4 

In this a of the Tring, a ; the Scrip- 
ture any where aſſerted, that the Eſſence or Na- 
ture of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, are the 
ſame with that of the Father? If it bas, me- 
thinks all our Diſputes about it might have an 
eaſy End. If it has not, why have Men for ſo 
many Ages, cauſed; and why, after the Experi- 
ence of ſo many Ages, which might have made 
them wiſer, do they ſtill go on to cauſe ſuch miſ- 
chievous Diviſions among Chriſtians, by preſuming 
to determine what Scripture has not determined? 

Of the SON. 'tis affirmed in Scripture that 
He is the Image of the Inviſible God the Brightneſs 
of his, Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſons 
that he was in the Beginning and before the N. orld 


was; that He made the Worlds ;, that He bath 


Life in bimfelf, 15 that He. bath all Power in Hea- 
ven and Earth; that He knowerh all things ; that 
he is One with the Farther ;, that He is the Son of 
Gad; that He is God, and 10 be worſhipped,$c. See 
Dr Clarke's Collection of Texts in his Scripture- 
Doctrine, Part J. ch. II. F. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Of the Holy Gboſt tis affirmed, that He'is the 
Worker of all oll Miracles, the Inſpirer of the Pro- 
fue; and Teacher of the Apoſtles ;, the Santlifi- 

of Hearts; the 23 * Good Men, oe 
. for them; - mY of the H gbeſt 
the Spirit of Truch, the Eternal Spirit, 2 
the Son from the Father ; that He muſt not 4 


tempted, reſiſted, quenched, nor grieved, Sec 


Dr. Clarke, Ibid. ch. III. F. 1, 2, 3, 4, 3 
All 
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All this, I ſuppoſe, no Ferſon will refuſe to 
profeſs his Belief of. And way 1s not this e. 
nough 7 Why muſt we believe des, the Ar. 
bitrary Interpretations, and far-ferch'd Dedufion 

SFFalible akk 9 
As to their \Imterpretations,” I ask, may theſe 
Places of Scripture be underſtood in one Senſt 
only, or in more? If in but one, then why 
ſhould the Words of Scripture be altered? If in 
more, then hom does it appear that any Fallible 
Man, or number of fuch Men, have either 1 
Right. or Qualifications Authoritatively to deter. 
mine which of the many poſſible Senſes is infalli- 
bly the true one? To limit the general words of 
Scripture, which are capable of many Senſes, to 
on? certain Senſe, and require them to be be- 
lieved in that Senſe, excluſive of all orbert of 
which they are equally capable, is Reſtraining 
the Word of God, Deifying our own Interpreta- 
tions, and Tyramizing over Men's Reaſon and 
Conſciences. As for Deduct ions, they are either 
ſo plain, that no fincere Man can help ſeeing 
them to be true, or they are not ſo. If they are 
nat ſo, for that very Reaſon they ſhould not be 
impoſed. If they are, why may not Men be left 
to themſelves in what is fo plain that they can- 
not miſtake > Men muſt be much in love with 
Power indeed, who in this caſe uſurp an unwar- 
rantable one, which can be of no ſervice to Ho- 
neſt Men, nor any protection againſt Diſhoneſt 
hes | 2 Nh | 
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I can- 
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I cannot difmiſy this Topick of the Impoition 


o of ſpeeulative Articles without adding a Word 
„cr wo about * and Deſiationt of my/te- 
une Points, than pretending to define which I 
bia nne be more abſurd. As the im- 

poling the Belief of Myſteries and Submiſſion to 


ous Definitions is contended for by moſt 
of the Advocates for Articles of Religion : And 
as a great Noiſe has been made with this Word, 
and the Dangers of the Myſteries of Religion 
next to the Dangers of the Church have been 
often from Prels and Pulpit very lamentably 
diſplayed, © thereby to raiſe a popular Odium a- 
gainſt thoſe who are for Underſtanding what they 
believe, and knowing whom they merſoip, in ſhort 
e. for profeſſing a reaſonable Religion; I hope you 
f . — _—_ it improper to ſay ſomething on 
By the Word Myſtery then, which in its pro- 
Senſe ſigniſies a Hidden Thing, I mean 
ſomething which is Hidden from my Underſtand- 
ing, ſo that I do not actually conceive or appre- 
nend it. A myſterious Propoßtion is ſuch an 
one, which when I ſee or hear, produces no Con- 
t I <<ption in my Mind. The Word Myſtery is in- 
deed ſometimes uſed in the New Teſtament in 
an improper Senſe, for what was once hidden, but 
now is brought to Light, as God's gracious De- 
lign of calling the Gentiles. But this is only a 
Figure of Speech, by which a Thing is till cal- 
led by a Name which once did properly be- 
long to it, but now does no. 


In 
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In the proper Senſe of the Word therefore, 1 
aſſert that in the Chriſtian Revelation there are 
no M ſterier: For to be revealed and to he u My. 
f lery are contradictory Ideas. If any Thing de 

revealed, it is no longer a Myſtery, if it bea 
Myſtery, it is not yet reueal eu. 
There are indeed many Things made known 
to us by the Chriſtian Revelation as being 
done, or to be done, the Manner of doing 
which is not revealed. In this Caſe, the Thing 
tt ſelf is no Myſtery, but only the Manner of 
_ it. er it ſelf is revealed, and 
therefore no Myſtery; being no Myſtery it ma 
be underſtood, x there — may eee 
but the Manner of doing it being not revealed, is 
a Myſtery, and cannot be believed, becauſe it 
cannot be under ſtood. Whatever therefore is 
revealed, is ſo far only to be believed as it is re- 
vealed; for ſo far only it can be underſtood; and 
for Men to make any Definitions further than 
any Point 1s revealed, i. e. further than it can 
be under ſtood, and to require we ſhould believe 
that to be true which we cannot wnder/tand, is 
the Heighth of Abſurdity. See Chubb's ſixth 
-Enquiry, entituled Faith and Myſteries. - 
I in the Holy Scriptures there be any Propo- 
fitions, which cannot be underſtood, they are My- 
ferien; and tho! they are in the Scripture,” yet 
are not Revealed: for Revealing any Thing is 
offering it to the - Underſtanding, and nothing is 
Revealed to any Man, of which his Underſtand- 
ing is not informed, Whatever Propoſitions & 

Phy | this 


re I chis Nature any one meets in Scripture, he is 
„ W utterly uncapable of giving his Aſlent to the 
b Truths contained in them: For to aſſent to . 
a Mone knows not what, is to aſſent to nothing. All 

that can be done is to believe that ſuch a Propo- 
m Miition of Seripture does contain ſome Truth, 
be Wtho' it be not known what that Truth is. For 
ng Inſtance, this Propofition of Scripture, * 4 Wo- 
' man ought to haue Poem on ber Head becauſe 
* of the Angels, * 1 Cor. xi. 10, is to me a My- 
ery, I do not underſtand it. I have no certain 
dea of what is meant by having Power on the 
gad or by Angels in this Place : for ſince the 
Vord Angels is capable of ſeveral Senſes, and 1 
lo not ſee in which Senſe it can have any Rela- 
jon to 4 Woman's having (a Veil on her Head 
if that be meant by «via, or to her having) 
Power on ber Head, which is a Term that 1 have 
o Idea of, I can have no certain Idea of the 
ord Angels neither. Having therefore no- 
ertain Ideas of the Terms of this Propoſition, 
It is to me a Myſtery: I give no Aﬀent to the 
ruth contained in the Propoſition, becauſe not 
nowing what it means, to aſſent to it would be 
o aſſent to nothing; yet becauſe St Paul wrote 
It I believe that theſe Words contain ſome Truth, 
ho' I do not know what it is, nor can aſſent to 
that Truth unleſs. I knew what it were. My 
delieving that it contains. ſome Truth is only a 
Conſequence of my Belief that all- which is in 
Scripture is true: it is not a particular Act of 
faith in the Truth of _— OW but on- 
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| Pl a general Faith in God. But I cannot in the 

me Manner aſlent that a Propoſition formed 
and impoſed by Men does contain a Truth, 
becauſe I have not a general Faith in Man. To 
believe that any human Propoſition which I do 
not underſtand; is true, it is neceſſary 1 ſhould 


. ? 


believe that the Framers neither could nor would | 


deceive me, either of which Men may do. 

If therefore Men frame Propoſitions of their 
own, which they confefs to be myſterious ; to re- 
quire of other People to believe or ſubſcrib: 
them, is ridiculous : to require of them to believe 
or ſubſcribe them under the Notion of Chriſtian 
Truths and Doctrines of the Goſpel is worſe than 
ridiculous,” 

Let there are ſome, who would willingly 
have Men be obliged to ſubſcribe, for Inſtance, to 
this Propoſition, under the Notion of a Myſtery 
of Chriſtianity and a Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
vis, There are three diſtin Subſiſtencts in ont 
individual Subſtance. This, tho' owned to be 
rnintelligible and at leaſt above our Reaſon and 
Apprehenſion, they would have ſubſcribed, not 
only as true, not only as Part of the Chriſtian 
Revelation ; but moreover as a fundamental Part 
of it, and neceſſary to Salvation. Whoſoevet 
would be ſaved, above all Things He muſt hold 


this, and whoſoever does not keep this undef- 


led, without doubt, they ſay, He ſhall periſh 
everlaſtingly. But *tis our Comfort, that God 
has not hung our Salvation upon ſuch Nonſenſe. 


Tis a Propoſition that is fo far from being Fun. 
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damental, that *tis no Part of the Chriſtian Re- 
velation at all ; and as for it's Truth, what has 
o Meaning can neither be trus, nor falſe. | 

That 'tis no Part of the Chriſtian Revelation 
at all appears, becauſe tis not found in Scrip- 
ture» That *tis not expreſy there is plain. Will 
t be faid that it is deduced from thence? Give 
me leave then to ask one Queſtion, * Is it dedu- 
* ced from Propoſitions in Scripture Intelligible 
dor Unintelligible & If from Intelligible, I hope 
* no Body will defend thoſe, who deduce unintel- 
* ligible Concluſions from Intelligible Premiſes. 
* If from unintelligible ones, then I affirm that 

from unintelligible Premiſes no Concluſion can 
be deduced. This Propofition therefore, if 
it be unintelligible (and if it be intelligible, let 
any one, that can, explain it; and when He 
has done it, where will be the Myſtery ?) If, I 
ſay, it be unintelligible, it is plain it can have no 
Foundation in Scripture. 

This is ſo much the worſe, if Propoſitions 
called myſterious be framed in Words that are 
in common Uſe, and have a ſettled Signification, 
in which thoſe Propoſitions are evidently falſe, 
which Signification therefore they muſt put off, 
and inſtead of being Signs of certain Ideas, 
ſtand for no Body knows what, i. e. for no- 
thing. | 

For Inſtance, there are others who expreſs the 
above examined Propoſition thus, * There are 
three Perſons in one Being. The Words Per- 
0n and Being are Words of common Uſe, and 
H 2 hav, 
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have a ſettled Signification: But if in this 
Propoſition they be uſed in that Signification, 
"tis plain the Propoſition is not only above, but 
contrary to Reaſon. Theſe Words, therefore we 
are "told are to be underſtood in a Signification 
_ ſomething different from that which common 
Uſe has ſetled; but what that is, tis impoſſi- 
ble to tell. * In this View all that can be un- 
derſtood by this Propofition is that There are 
three Somethings but not Perſons, in one Some- 
* thing but not Being. What an Abuſe of Lan- 
guage this is judge You. | 

That I may not overlook any plauſible Defence 
of this Manner of uſing theſe Words, I muſt 
here take Notice of what the very excellent 
Dr Synge now A. Bp. of Tuam, has ſaid in Fa- 
vour of it. + He obſerves from Thomas Aquinas, 
that the Terms made Uſe of in common to ex- 
preſs any Property in God and in the Creatures 
are not, when applied to one and the other, 
uſed univocally or in the very ſame Senſe, not 
equivocally or in a Senſe quite different, but ana. 
logically, or with ſome Reſemblance of Significa- 
tion in their different Applications. Thus the 
Terms Wiſdom and Love applied to Men im- 


pPly, 
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* Compare Dr Wells's 24 Letter to Dr Clar 25- with p. 21. 
and 2 of bis firſt Letter,  -—- * N hs 
1 Dr Synge's plain and eaſy Method by which a Man of moderate Ca- 
pacity may arrive at Satisfattion in all Things concerning bis everlaſt- 
ang Salvation, 5. 34, 35, 30. from p. 24, to 34. 
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s Woly, the one: Confideration, Contrivance,e>c, and the 
„ ales Pack 4 neither thoſe or this can 
ſo that * we ſpeak of 
the Wiſdom or Love of God, we mean not the 
ery as when we ſpeak of them in Men, 
but we mean that in God, which produces the 
ame ourward Effets as W ;ſdom and Love in Men 
would do. And ſo when we uſe the Word Per- 
n of the Three in the Godhead, we uſe it for 
that in God which produces the ſame outward 
fe&s as anſwer to the Actions of three diſtin# 
erſons among Men, 
This, I think is the Subſtance of the Argu- 
ent of that excellent Perſon : But —.— 
oſt the Diſtinction may be in the moral Attri- 
utes of God, I can by no Means underſtand 
hat it is applicable to the preſent Caſe. Perſo- 
ality can admit no ſuch 4 * Senſe, I 
an frame Ideas of the Terms Wiſdom and Love, 
chen I apply them to Ged, ſomething different, 
ret bearing ſome Analog 770 to the Ideas expreſſed 
y them when uſed of Men: But of the Term 
ſon I am incapable of framing any ſuch ana- 
dgieal Idea to myſelf, I am ſo far from being 
oe to form any Tack: analogical Conception of 
t to — any Thing in the Deity which pro- 
uces outward Effects in ſuch a Manner as that 
ey anſwer to the Actions of three diſtin& 
ſerſons among Men, that in all the Concepti- 
as I have or can frame of that Term, I find it 
» Will a Contradiction to ſay that two or more 
c. Ferſons are but one Being. If I could have any 
Conception 
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Conception like this, it would be that ONE 
PERSON produces feveral Diſtinct outward 
Actions, to produce Actions anſwering to which 
three Perſons among Men would be neceſſary: 
Which looks very like Sabellianiſm, and is, I 
think, neither agreeable to the Scripture- Doctrine 
of the Trinity, nor a Senſe that will be allowed 
of by the Defenders of this Propoſition, 

The Archbiſhop grounds this Doctrine of the 
Trinity on this, that the Father, Son and Holy 
Gboft are often ſpoken of in Scripture exactly in 
the ſame Manner as we always ſpeak of thre: 
ſeveral Perſons, and yet of each of theſe Per- 
fon, ſuch Things are frequently ſaid as cannot 
agree to any but God: i. e. to the one ſupreme 
ſelf· exiſtent Cauſe of all Things. If inſtead of 
God he had ſaid 2 Divine Perſon, his Account of 
the Scripture-Doctrine had been right: For no- 
thing is there ſaid of the Son and Holy Ghoſt 
which cannot agree to any but the one ſu- 
preme God. And if this be true, as Iam con- 
vinced it is, then we have no Need of having 
any Recourſe to ſuch Subtleties and Shifts, which 
are as inſufficient to clear up this Human Doctrine 


of the Trinity, as unneceſſary to explain the 


Scripture one. | 

I hope I have now ſhewn, that beſides the 
Reaſons againſt impoſing any Articles at all. 
there are many other unanſwerable ones againſt 
impoſing Articles of a ſpeculative or myſterious 
Nature founded in ſcholaſtick Metaphyſicks in 


particular, which is not only unwarrantable, en 
e 


L 63] fel 
lefs and miſchievous, but alſo abſurd and irrati- 
onal. It is venturing. to walk in the dark with- 
out either the Light of Reaſon or Revelation 
to guide our Footſteps. It is going out of our 


 WDcpth, e into an unknown Ocean with- 
out any Compaſls to direct us. 


But as bad as this impoſing ſuch Articles is, 


nitions be not only impoſed in Articles of 
Preaching (in which the common and unlearned 
People are not ſo much concerned) but alſo in- 
ſerted-1nto the Publick Liturgy, in which all are 
directly concerned. | 

[ have above ſaid that the eſtabliſted Litur- 
y ought to be ſo formed, that there ſhould be 
nothing in it unneceſſary, or without which the 
Worſhip of God might be as compleat and edify- 


to be taken that there be nothing in it definitive 


ſtians; who are not on one Side or other the 
vorſe Chriſtians for differing in thoſe Points, if 
hey do not make thoſe Differences the Grounds 
f mutual Uncharitableneſs and Hatred, of In- 
tolerance and Perſecutions 
Nor do I know any more likely Way of 
making theſe Differences, which are innocent 
"ft in themſelves, produce ſuch lamentable Ef. 
feats, than by inſerting them into our pub- 
lick Forms of Prayer. | | 


ofs 1 The 


yet the Caſe is ſtill much worſe, if ſuch Defi- 


50 ing as with it: But more eſpecially Care ought 


f ſpeculative Points controverted among Chri- 


— 


n 
The preſent moſt Reverend Primate of Can 
terbury with great Juſtice tells us in his moſt 
excellent Sermon preached before K. Willi 
© and Queen Mary at Hampton Court, May 11 


© 1689, entituled, An Exhortation to-mutuily_ I. 
Charity and Union among Proteftants, «Ih The 
&« ir has never gone well with the Church of Cbriſi tend 
&« fxce Men bave been ſo NARROW-SPIRITEDMobly 
4 to mix the CONTROVERSIES OF Falte! 
* with their PUBLICK FORMS OF Wort 
« SHIP; and haue mads their LITURGIES inW'2 7 
« ſtead of being OFFICES OE DEVOTION her 
000, become TESTS" and 'CEN* f 

Pag? 38, 4th. «© SURES of the OPINIONS of theifſ”* © 
Af « BRETHREN.” A Sentence the; 

deſerves to be wrote in Letters of Gold. ma 
'Tis certain that the Worſhip of God may b 


performed in as compleat and edifying a Manne 
by a Liturgy ſo formed as that Men of differen 


of Controverſy” among learned Men are abo ps 
the Capacities and Conceptions of the Vulgar 
and therefore to weave them into the Forms off 
Worſhip preſcribed for the Uſe of the Generalitf 
of Men, is to preſcribe Forms of Worſhip for then 
which are unintelligible to them. And - | 
Wo 
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Wotſhi ping God in thoſe Forms cantot be 4 
reaforiab e Service or praying with the Uyder- 
ſtinding, but is much or a Level with the Popiſti 
Worſhip in an unknown Tongue. * 
Indeed it may in ſome Caſes be muth wore + 
'MThe Generality of Papiſts Having no Ideas at- 
tending the Words they uſe in their Devotions, 
only think in general that God is pleaſed with 
the bare Performance of the Action of uttering 
ſuch and ſuch Sbunds, } or are not thereby le 
to miſtake the Object of their Worſhip: * But 
I rhere the Prayers are in a known Language, 
yet ſo framed as to expreſs Notions of which 
be common People can have no clear Concepti- 
ns, it may happen that, by endeavouring to 
orm ſome, they may form very wrong Notions, 
fal the Obje of Worſhip, and adore IMagina- 
ty Beings; and ſo be guilty of material tho” 
ot of formal Idolatry. It may happen that in 
he conſtant Forms of Prayer there may be ſuch 
Expreſſions of Adoration, Which when uttered 
y Men of Learning, may have ſome ſound 
dignification annexed to them in their Thoughts ; 
ut when uttered by the Generality of the Un- 
arned, can be attended either by no Ideas at all, 
ir, if by any, by miſtaken Ones, and fo per- 
aps they may adore Beings that are not in Na- 
We, ot at beſt Worſhip chey know not. what. | 
85 muſt declare that as to the Objects of the 
religious Worſhip of Chriſtians I think particu- 
den Care ought to be taken that in the * 
hei ices of the Church no Terms or. Expreſſions 
made uſe of, but what are expreſly jn Scrip- 
ture 


Jec 
V 


bo 


Vo 


vo ,. 
thre. If jt were neceſſary, or indeed fitting to 
pray to. or adore our Maker, our Redeemer and 
our Sanctifier by any other Titles or Appellations 
than what are now in Script 1 cannot but 
think they would have been py he But 
if once the Invention and Fancy of Men he al- 
lowed to frame new Terms for the Objects of 
our Prayers and Adoration, we open thę Door to 
all Manner of Superſtition, nay to Blaſphemy and 
Idolatry ; We ſhall be over-run- with Corrupti- 
ons without bound and without end. We have 
been ſooverrun ; and methinks the Experience of 
the Scholaſtick Ages might teach us to reject all 
the unintellegible Jargon «the Chriſtian Worſhip 
was then involved in, and to return to the old 
Ways, and ſtick to Scripture only: No longer 
to amuſe and puzzle our ſelves with the ſubtle 
Refinements of ſpeculative Geniuſes, or the 
Cob-web. Productions of monkiſh Brains, but 
des the plain and unperplexed Language of 
the Scriptures, which are Strangers to thoſe Me- 
taphyſical Notions, that the Unlearned cannot, 
and the Learned ſomctimes do not underſtand, 
To preſcribe to the Judgments of thoſe who 
are Learved enough to frame ſome Canceptions 
of Things of this Nature, is unjuſt and into- 
lerable But to perplex the Underſtandings of 
the Unlearned with them, and to confound them 
with what muſt at leaſt to them be Jargon, ever 
in their Devotions, in which every Thing ought 
to be plain and eaſy and level to their Apprehen- 
ſions, that ſo they may pray not only with the 
| | Tongue, 
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„but with the Mind: to do this is Ril 
e and deſerves ſe verer Terms. i 


believe you will not be Aiſpleaſed to . be · 
fore I conclude, with what Modeſty this Article 
of the Trinity, which we have been conſidering, 
is ſtated in a Sett of Theſes or Propoſitions: late- 
ly defended in a Fe ublick Diſputation at Gene va, 
the famous Dr 'TURRETIN 1 and his 
Nephew young Mr Iurretin Reſpondent : 
Which 1 wiſh I could effectually recommend 
to the Imitation of our Divines. 

They are 


Prop. LXIII. What the Scripture necks 
er <onceraing the Holy Trinity is not at- 
eat with the Unity of God. 


he W Lx. That the eternal Word of God in 

” the Fulneſs of Time took upon Him human 

1 ' Fleſh, and in it became viſible to human Ryes, 

l. i a Boctrine which not only contains not 

0, © impoſſible or unworthy of God, but on the 
© contfary ſets the Mercy, the Wiſdom, the 

ho Holineſs and other Attributes of God 1 in the 


s © cleareſt 'Lighe. 


of * LXV, That Chriſt offered himſelf a Pro- 
n © pitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins is the conſtant 
en © Doctrine 07 Scripture, particularly of the 
ht * whole Epic to the Hebrews, 


he | Tan LXVI. 
; | ww 


1 
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IXVIL. Among the many -Hereſies-againtM* an 
$ theſe Myſteries, there is one very common 
© which Divines have not enough taken notice 
of and confuted,” It is of thole wha imagine C 
t themſelyes notable Chriſtians as ſoon as ever thc 
they have fixed in their Memories the Terms Ch 
in which theſe Myfteries are uſually expreſ.W = 
© fed ; Whereas it is certain that the Divinity oi C 
Chriſt is propoſed as an Article of Faith chieflyM* Ch 
« for this End, that we ſhould not turn away fran ane 
Him that ſpeaketh from Heaven, Heb. 12. 25, pel 
But ſo much the more give heed to the Doc. reig 
6 trine of ſo great a Maſter, and not let it ſlij 


s Heb. 2. 1. And His Sacrifice is propoſed to CY 
© be believed, that being bought with ſo dear aff fan 
c price we ſhould remember that 'we are God diff 
* andglorify Him in our Bodies and our Spirit ren 
© I Cor. 6. 20. | 

If others had been thus cautious of defining} CX 
theſe Points further than they are defined id to | 
Scripture, how much Uncharitableneſs mightF vea 
have been ſpared, and how many pernicioug hin 


Diviſions prevented? 

All the Religious Ha vock that has been in th CX 
World has been owiag to this defining and im nec 
poling Temper, and to the want of ſuch enlarg nab 
ed and generous Notions as are to be met with 1 
theſe Theſes, ſome of which I cannot forbeat 
tranſcribing, CX 


Prop. XLIX. The Scripture was wrote no 
for the Learned, but for the Generality of Men 
b and 


_ 
and therefore is to be underſtood not in a Scha- 


laſtict, but a popular way. 


CXLIII. To pronounce Damnation againſt 
© thoſe that differ from us is not the temper of a 
{ Chriſtian. | 


CXLIV. © Whoever is in earneſt - poſſeſſed of 
( Chriſtian Charity, never, unleſs unwillingly 
on and with reluctance, and when he is com- 

pelled by the plaineſt Declarations of his Sove- 
reign Lord, decides any Error to be damnable. 


CXLV. Fundamental Articles are not the 
fame to all, but different according to the 
different meaſures of Revelation and the diffe- 
rent Circumſtances of Men. 


( 


to believe any thing which is not clearly re 
vealed to Him, or which God has not given 
him Faculties and Opportunities of Believing. 


im neceſſary to Salvation and what Error is dam- 
arg nable, who is the Lord of Salvation and Dam- 
h in nation. ö 


Chriſtian Religion, but what the Word of 
noi God has determined to be fo either in expreſs 
len Words, or by neceſſary and plain Conſe- 


and puence. 
CXLIX. 


CXLVI. No one can be under any obligation 
CXLVII. He only can determine What is 


cx vm. Nothing is Fundamental in the 


* 


. £263 
xl Doubtful, obſcure, and far-ferch'? 1 | 


; © DeduRtions, are not to be eſteemed equally i Co 
EP RON 
© deduced, 


© CEIII. Since Religion is the concern of the 
Vulgar as much as of the Learned, whatever 
jg above the Underſtandings oſ the Vulgar, 


r 


CLV. Since tlie Goſpel is the Doftrine of 

© Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 6. 3. Therefore whatever is 

© of no uſe to make „ cannot be ; 

Fundamental Part of the Goſpel. 0, 

* CLIX. Thoſe-who do not differ in Fund: 

* mentals, not only may, but are obliged to hold 
Communion with one anothier, 

jecked bon 


CLX. Thoſe ſhould not de re 
© the Communion of the Church, whom it is 
5 = certain God rejects from Communion with 
Him. ; 


CLXI. Since the Apoſtles, who were 7 
6 fallible, yet bore with the Weak in Faith; and 
« {ſuch as. differed from them; much more ſhould 
9 Een abet perhaps ty our ſelves ttie miſtz- 


* 
28 7 bY 


/ " 


1 


d © CLXIL wie ought not e - fi 
I Conſequences which we think 

are Opinion, on thoſe who hold that . 
leſs they own the Conſequences; nor — 
from them on account of ſuch Conſequences... 


or  « CLXUL When our ſelves are Coliltenelthe 
ar, I ſafeſt way is to avoid the-leaft Errors as very 
dangerous; but when we judge of others, the 
felt and maſt Chriſtian way fs: to Re to 
of ¶ ihe more favourable Side. 


my xv. A wicked Liſe is che ban Up 
ä re Fes 


I dare ſay you will be pleaſed to ſee that theſs 
zenerous 2 7 truly Proteſtant Notions floutiſh 
n the Univerſity "of Geneva; as I have ſhew 
iy allo do at Rails, in a Trandlation of ſame 
Diſcourſes of their Profeſſor. Dr, Werenfels, 
I wiſh I could provoke our Univerfitics to E- 
mulation, and ſtir them up to vie with the Uni- 


ver ſities abroad, in countenancing and teachi 


11. thoſe Doctrines, which are the Ground work o 
11 Troteſtantiſm : To baniſh the trifling and 2 
1. Divinity of the Schools, and encourage that 


rhich is founded only on Reaſon and —_ 
ture. For bis I profeſs the greateſt reſpect 
the two famous Profeſſors of Geneva — aac 


ger. May thoſe Learned and worthy Divines 


8 — 
- 
i 


L721 5 
long continue Ornaments to their Univerſity « 
and meet with the Eſteem and Regard they d and 
ferve from all Lovers of Liberty and Unfetter 
Proteſtantifm : And may that Univerſity, whit 
I rejoice to find become an Encourager of Re 
ligious Liberty; Private Judgment, and Fre: 
thinking, never want ſuch Profeſſors. I ad; 
another Wiſh, that you and'I may live to ſe 
the Time, when there ſhall be no Univerſities ir 
Europe more Proteſtant, than thoſe of which w 
are Members: When there ſhall be none amon 
Us, who in our Univerſity Pulpits complat 
that we live in times too Proteſtant ; or diſdain 
that Title, and chuſe rather to be called by thi 
of Engliſh Catbolick, for no Reaſon that 1 kn 
of, but becauſe it is the name the Engliſh Papi 
have hitherto been known by. 


T Tam glad to hear from you that Proteſta 
Principles gain ground in Tour Univerſity; thi 
Four College almoſt unanimouſly (as alſo ſever 
worthy Gentlemen of other Colleges) prof 
themſelves openly Friends to the Cauſe of I. 
berty and Conſcience,” and have ſo juſt a rept 
for the great Defenders of it. „ op 

May your Numdbers daily encreafe ; may Loy 
alty and” Free-thinking in time flouriſh and 
bound among you, as generally as Difloyalty at 
Bigottry have done of late Years. + I 


j 
= 


ny 1 


Our Numbers here are not inconſiderable, 
and I can aſſure you we do not loſe Ground, I 


ion will 


is tbe 


* "a 


make no doubt but in the LC 
get the better of Bigotery; © for Gre 


rout of l. and ir * wil prevail I am, 
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POSTSCRIPT... 
| AS my complying with your Requeſt in making 
this Eſſay publick, will doubtleſs expoſe 
me to the Reſentments of thoſe, who either for 
want of having a clear and conſiſtent Idea of the 
Principles of Proteſtantiſm, or out of Love to 
that Power and Dominion which thoſe Princ- 
ples deny them the Exerciſe of, do yet retain : 
large Portion of the Leven of Popery, and arc 
but half-reformed ; You muſt give me leave, by 
way of Poſtſcript, to add a few Lines relating to 
the behaviour of ſuch Perſons. _ 

I do not expect to meet with more Humane 
or more Chriſtian treatment than my Lord d 
Bangor has experienced from the inconſiſtent 
part of the Engliſh Clergy, or Mr. Pillonniere, and 
the few others of thoſe that have fled hither for 
Refuge from the Cruelties of Popery, who hare 
dared to profeſs an uniform and equal averſion 
to that impoſing Spirit, which inſpires ſuch Crv- 
eltics, wherever they find it, have met with from 
the generality of the Refugee Clergy, _ 

But I ſhall have this Comfort in common with 
his Lordſhip and Mr, Pillanniert, that the Reverie 
ot what happens in all other Conteſts happens nl 
this There the Vanquiſhed are forced to ſubmit 
to whatever ill treatment the Will of the Con- 
queror inflicts: Here to be ill-uſed is a "= | 


MWooughi to-give up: 


1771 
fn of 'Viftoty ; to treat an Adverſaty with a- 
buſive Language, and purſue him With Injuries, 
is giving the Cauſe, and owning: it to be Inde - 
ſenſible.” To be loaded with Terms of Reproach, 
is only confirming 4 Man in the Truth of the 
Principles he maintains. Calling any one Jeſtuit, 
Srinian, Doiſt, or Atbeiſt, (or all of them, for 
when Men are once in the way of calling Names, 
the more the better) can no more convince Him 
that He is in the wrong, than it can make Him 
de any thing, or all that ſuch Charitable Adver- 
faries cal! Him. I am not at all convinced that Z 
vas miſtaken in a former Eſſay on the Not ion of the 
Cbriſtian Prieſthood,” becauſe I have been called a 
Diſciple of the Author of The Rigbrrof che Church, 
and undergone the invidious Refſection of having 
nde that Book my Theological Grammar, and my 
Pattern in Writing what I wrote before ever I had 
read that Book: Nor will any ſuch-Hke oppro- 
ious treatment make me in the leaſt think that 
am miſtaken in tbis.- Let thoſe, who uſe Per- 
ons whom they do not agree with in this man- 
der, know, that when they are worſt treated, 

eee 099065 
Such beh-viqur towards Adverſaries in any 
ontroverſy, is unaccountable enough in our own 
lergy, and muſt make Men apt to ſuſpect that 
t can proceed from nothing but a fear of being 
kprived of profitable Powers, which tho“ they 
ire not able to maintain, they are not ingenuous 

But it is ſtill in the 
1 4 Jo: Ens ire 


1 It 


leſugee Qergy. 
J 


Cen 5 wy half agp/ ſince 
Id is nor tury and an / we 
of this Nation groaned under the the Crue lies 280. 
Perſecutions of 1 8 and not having Perſs 
nally experienced them, — wonder that ve an 
not fo. Miocked ked at what has any tendency to then 
8 at any du; 225 Remains of them ag we ſhoult 
be if Sint now blazed. before our Eyes, ani 
the Rte of the Inquiſition Mons YEN 
amongſt (rn 
But zt aer Fel to think, that thah 
who in their own Perſons. have falt, or bees 
ye· witneſſes of the hotrid Cruelties - and 
adv hich thoſe who think for them. 
ſelves, Ker in Countries where Popery is 
eſtabliſned 5 Who have ſeen, in what manner the 
Spirit of Impofition deſtroys. all Oppoſers, when 
it is not chained down by the Civil Power; 
L ſay, ir ſeems but natural, that ſuch, Perſon 
wry Pl have a Ready ayerſion to it equally in & 
lace, and in every Community, of Men; 
nd that they ſhould untformly abhor it, as well 
dien it Dey exerts itſelf in Ba loweſt degree of 
tive Diſoouragements, 28, when it rages in 
igheſt Poſitive Puniſhments of Gallies In- 
5 and Deat u.. 
This ſurely might well be s the 
Refuge e 15 1 1 have taken ſheltex here 
Tis g Perfection for Conlctence fake, 
| 15 9 the dreadful Rage of the e of 
_— — Dee in 1 to force 


ſupported by. Human 4 — Jaw and 
to its Laws, and to * united in the — 
| om- 


"Den. W 
Communion, cemented. by Confellions t 
in direſt oppoſition tour Lord und Saviour, 
and to His Laws wngrchen egos Seng. 
rent % oo e e te dt 
This Spirit ts ebnen Gbiwekeir Na- 
tive Country, and frbm all that can ibe dear and 
valuable to them next to their Oonſciences: 
This Spitit, I ay, which 1 
Faith, and exacts Agreement to them 
dual Execution of Civil Sanctions, ani the 
Denunciation of Spiritual ones; by really in- 
licting the Puniſhments of this World, and pre. 
tending:tb mfli& choſe of the neut! | 
And is it not amazing, that They therſelves 
ſhould be in the leaſt degree poſſeſſed with the 
Spirit, from which they fled? Phat: They 
ho ure driven into Bunithment for not ſubmit- 
ting to a Standard of Communiom of Men's In. 
vention, of which Human Confeſſions of Faith 
are 1 — Bands, ſhould themſelves frame ſuch a 
Sandard, and require their Brethren” to ſubmit 
to their Inventions and Confeſſions ? That ay 
ſhould pretend to frighten others out of a conſe 
entiods Behaviour; and their Right to judge for 
themſelves, by the ſame Bughear of Excommnt. 
coin, and the ſame reproachful name of HE. 
RHS, which had in vain been played 1er 
themſebyes; or to compel them to Hypocr 
the: real Terrors of the Engines , Warts 5. by 
vhich themſelves are forced to it eters 
nce in Poverty und _—_ 3 10 
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impoſes Arzicles of 
the 
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Permit me before I conclude, to addreſs my: 
238 Gentlemen of the Gown; nql e © 

ettle4 amongſt us, in the following manner 
Remember that great Precept of Motality an 
fundamental Law of the Goſpel, To do by othe 
Las ye would others ſhould do by you.“ Woull 
you be content to be forced to ſubmit to Article 
of Religion of Men's Inventing,and to Confeflion 
of Faith impoſed by Me's Authority? Why thei 
did you not continue in your Native Country 
Why choſe you Baniſhment and Poverty, rathe 
than to dwell at Home in Eaſe and Affluence 
At leaſt, why do you complain of the Treatment 
you met with from your Country- men? But 
if you could not ſubmit to ſuch Articles and 
Confeſſions, nor thought it juſt for thoſe of the 
Eſtabliſhed: Church to force you to it, why d 
you m_ of others to do fo? Both Mors 
lity Chriſtianity direct, that you, who 
are moſt acquainted with the miſchievous 
Conlequences of Impoſitiona, ſhould be moſt 
er and cautious of 1 any thing on 
your Brethren, and that you ſhould be the molt 
ſenſibly touched with the Misfortunes of thoſe 
who ſuffer by ſuch Impoſitions. Non”! ignars 
mali, miſeris: ſuccurrers diſco, is an honeſt old 
Roman's deſcription of that Sympathy which is 
(erage be) natural in all, who have. them- 
elves been Sufferers; and tis what is ſo much 
approved of by Chriſtianity, that tis made no 
inconſiderable part of the Character of our Great 
High-Prieſt and Saviour ( whoſe Example we 
Nan | arc 


[79] K 
rc to imitate) that having been tempted like as 
Je 1 ef vas with a * of 
ur | ities, an e 'compaſſion: on the Ig- 
orant and thoſe that are out of the Way, 2 
Wing learned by the things which he ſuffered 
| imſelf, when in the Days of his Fleſh he was 
cle ele with Infirmity, to pity thoſe who 
ſuffer : Wh 44] Wee 

But if, on the contrary, inſtead of thus im- 
roving and learning Compaſſion by your Suffer- 
ings, you mete to your Brethren the ſame Mea- 
ſure which you ſo grievoully complained of your 
your - ſelves, if you impoſe a Yoke on them 
which you were not able to bear your 
th ſelves; are yon not then Self condemned? Tow, 
who. teach others, teach you not your ſelves? 
n, who preach. that others ſhould not Perſe- 
ſecute, do Tow Perfecute > Tow, who fay Men 
ſhould not i on others Articles of Religion 
of their own Invention, do Tou impoſe Articles 
of your' own framing > Tu, who a in 
your on behalf, to no Rule of Faith but the 
Scriptures, do Tom ſet up Human Confeſſions of 
Faith as a Standard of Communion ? Tan, who 
make your Boaſt of Chriſtian Liberty, by abridg- 
ing the Liberty of your Brethren, diſnonour yote 
God 2 Le are inexcuſable, whoever ye are, that 
judge others for refuſing to ſubmit to your Im- 
poſitions: For wherein you judge others, you 
condemn your ſelves; for you that Judge, dv 
the ſame thing · Te build again that-ye have di- 
ftroged, and therefore make your” ſelves Tranſ- 
greſſors. = N Believe 


( 
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Believe me your Friend for thus telling ya I ru 
| the Truth: For You, who are fled Frame 4 | 
| ſecution raiſed "againſt you, becauſe you coul 
not ſubmit to Confeſſions of Faith impoſed by 
Men's Authority, do draw up Confeſſions d 
Faith your ſelves, and impoſe them upon other, 
and to'calumniate and perſecute to the utmoſt d 
your Power, thoſe who diſſent from them; au 
this tod in a Country, where you are Diſſenten 
and make you ſelves ſo:by the vety drawing y 
theſe Con feſſions as a Standard of Unity: Thi 
is the gteateſt of all the Wonders that I yet han 
ſeen. For you to repreſent the kind Endeavour d 
any of your Country- men to ſhew you the in. 
coufiſtency of ſuch Behaviour, and to perſwac 
2 to act / more in Character, as a defign 0 

lowing p 'the Refugees like! anotber Garnet, u 
of curting the T broats of 4 biehdred thouſand the 
mwocent Men, or as an inſtance of furious and in 
PFlacable batred, is the moſt natural way ai ren. 
dering your felves even obnoxious to the Nati 
on, by whoſe Charity you ſubſiſt, and who can 
never be impoſed upon by you to believe your 
Declamatory Charges, or to- withdraw their Fi- 
vour and Affection from thoſe of your Bod), 
.who are the moſt worthy of that Hoſpitable Pro- 
tection, which is deſigned for thoſe who fly from 
Perſecution, and not for thoſe who practiſe it. 

Such a Conduct as this has a muckvgreater 
tendency to make you vile and odious in the 


Eyes of the Britiſh Nation, than any thing 1 al 

you complain of in Mr. Pillonniere, or an 

other Writer, who has told you W 
Truths 


© | 
rutlis. Do but ſhew yourſelves wotthy of 
he Happineſs. you 2 ſeldes enjoy, and it 
will be as 1dpoſlible for any of your Enemies to 
ruin your Credit with pur Nation, as it is for 
Mr. Fillonniere to entertain one thought of d 


4 s it, But while you go on to [feap the great 
f Injuties on thoſe who throw away good 
advice upon you, and turn again and rend 


your Counſellors, it is ridiculous for you to com- 
lain of a deſign to ruin your Credit, which can 

de none at all, 8 | Py” 
Yout Unchtiſtian Behaviour to all among you 
rho cannot think juſt as you do, and will not 
ubmit to your unjuſt Impoſitions, has at Jength 
orced an Ingenious Lay-man to expoſe you to 
he World by a Hiſtory of Facts, which, if true, 
and, unleſs you diſprove them otherwiſe than 
dy endexvouring to ruin that Gentleman and his 
amily, the Engliſh Nation muſt believe them 
o be true), do cettainly juſtify the moſt warm 
xpreſſions of Satyr againſt Men who have profi- 
ed no better by their Suffetings. Either dif- 
drove theſe Facts, and diſown all Tendency to- 
yards them, or repent in Sack cloth and Aſhes 5 
ind make the beſt reparation you can fot ſuch 
Injuries to many particular Perſons, and fuch in- 
pratitude to a Nation, whoſe Charity you have 
xperienced, by acting more like Proteſtants for 
he future. But if inſtead of this, you will go on in 
the our inconſiſtent and Unchriſtian Behaviour, and 
ins" abuſing arid ruining all among you, who are 
Not fo inconſiſtent as your ſelves ; if Mr, Rey in 
i par- 


_ „ — , = — — — 
* 
* 


x -afticular.mpſt feel 4 N 
ande, afid his Famiſy be threate 


diſprove, Know that the Equitable part of t 
Engliſh Nation, will neyet joln with you in ſu 


Men, who put the fame Barbarities, from whi 
— aye fled,” in practiſe againſt the 
Brethren. © Our | 

will be naturally greater for Men, who flyi 
from the CrueJties of Popery, are as cruelly 
by the Compinions of their Flight, than 
thoſe who ſeem upon no other account to deſc 


Perſecution. - 
to blow up the poor Refugees > But you had bt 
proofs of a Friend, are better than the deceitf 


hut 1 forget, my Friend, that I am writi 
not to the Refugees, bur to you. You will pe 


11 3.70 3 
y of your Vengitura 
'd with roles 

laying before the World Far which you do n 


Ipjuſtice, nor ever give gecafioii for fo ſnameff 1 
4 Reproach as it would be to Us, that we ſuppo vill 


Compaſſion, on the contra 


bur Pity and Hoſpitality, but that ar Home th tar 


© happeried to be the undermoſt Party of Two, 


quay inſpired with the Spirit of Impoſityon : 
Lou may add me if you pleaſe, to the 1 
of thoſe who have ſallied out of the Helliſb Socit 


ter think me, as I am, your Friend, and take n 
Advice, remembring that the well meant R 


Flatteries of an Enemy. 
yo $ Fa digs 50 LY 


don this Digreſſion, into which my Indignati 
at the inconſiſterit- Behaviour of Men who 


Hed from and preach againſt "Church-Tyranr 
and yet are 'Chutch-Tyrants themſelves, too 
n , 


— 


e 
e , 
* 


ego 


| Sn leg. we. Andi hope you will not think 
it yery foreign from the Subject of an Eſſay on 
Iinpoüng ng Articles of Religion, to take molle uf 
the Inconſiſtencies of thoſe who condemn Impo- ; 


ſtions,' and yet impoſe them. -  -- - 

If Thave exred,-or. advanced. any thing hing fa 
vill not ſtand the trial of i per 

nd fair Aagument; I will an When If 
it, retract my Error: 1 ſhall. be as ready to an- 
wer any thing that may be objected candidly 
nd with Temper againſt my Opinion. But if 
iny Body ſhall" think fit: to anfwer me with Scut- 
rility-and Abuſes, or to ſhew their Reſentment 


by perſonal Injuries, they will no more He 
than pd will Convert me. 1 IPs, 


| Dear SIR, . * Ret: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
(ICE nos | > 0 an --v4 OILY 
r E falſe Notion of a Chy;tian-Priefthood 
and the Pretences to Sacerdotal Oblation, 
Inter ceſſion, Benediction, and Authliofitative 
Abſalution, 'examited and confuted: Being an 
Anſwer to Mr, Lets Second Letter to the Bi 
ſhap of Bangor. In a Letter to a Friends 'The 
Second Editions. | 
Three Diſcourſes ; One, A Defence of Pri. 
vate Jud ment; The Second, Againſt the Au. 
thority of the Magiſtrate over Conſcience; The 
Third, Some Conſiderations concerning the Re 
uniting of Proteſtants. The Two firſt Tran- 
ſlated from the Latin, the Third from the 
French, of Dr. Samuel Werenfels Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the Univerſity of 'B eA L E, in Swit- 
zerlana. With a Prefatory Epiſtle to the Reve- 
end Dr. TENISON'; giving an Account of 
the Occaſion of Tranſlating them, and their Use 
in the Biſhop of BA NGO R's Controverſy, 


Both by PHILELEUTHERUS Cantabrigieni. 
Price One Shilling each. 
Printed for JAMES KNAPTON, at the Crown in 
St, Paul's Church-Tard, | 
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